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LINCOLN, R.I. — Boxer Vinny Paz was back in the ring Friday night, in the middle of 
the “Winner Take All” bouts at Twin River Casino. 

At 51, Paz was not about to fight. Instead, he was promoting a movie, “Bleed for 
This,” which begins shooting in Rhode Island on Monday. It’s the story of none other 
than Paz himself, specifically his comeback from the 1991 auto accident that broke 
his neck. 

One by one, the actors came into the ring to join Paz: 

Aaron Eckhart (“The Dark Knight”), who plays trainer Kevin Rooney. Ciarán Hinds 
(“Game of Thrones”), who plays Vinny’s dad, Angelo. Ted Levine (“The Bridge”), who 
plays boxing promoter Lou Duva. Finally, Miles Teller (“Whiplash, “Divergent”), the 
man who portrays Paz. 

“This [expletive] right there, he’s going to win Academy Awards playing me,” Paz 
announced. “He’s going to kill it. And if he doesn’t, I’m going to kill him!” 

Teller did not look worried. 

Paz also visited Twin River on Oct. 23, this time joining the “Bleed for This” 
production crew as they scouted locations. 

“My life has always been a movie; my life’s always been crazy,” said Paz at the time. 
“Top of the mountain, bottom of the ocean, I’ve been both places. But I wouldn’t have 
it any other way.” 

Paz said he initially thought Tom Cruise should play him. “Yeah, I had visions of me 
telling Tom Cruise ‘Hey, I don’t act like that!’” Paz said. 

Paz is listed as associate producer on his movie — “Nobody knows the story like I 
do,” he said. 

He said he wants a cameo in “Bleed for This.” In it, he’ll play a bartender who spots 
the young Vinny Paz. “Hey, champ,” he says. “You’re doing a good job. Just don’t 
drink too much.” 

Paz, who’s been known to enjoy an adult beverage on occasion, repeated his line 
and laughed. 



 “Bleed for This” is a passion project for Chad Verdi, an East Greenwich 
businessman and childhood friend of Paz’s. “Vinny was the face of Rhode Island for 
20 years. For me, that’s my Derek Jeter,” he said. 

Verdi has two production companies, Verdi Productions and Woodhaven Films, both 
based in East Greenwich. He has made several movies already, with more on the 
way, but everything he’s done so far has been leading up to “Bleed for This.” 

The project’s been in the works since at least 2009, when Scott Caan was slated to 
play Paz. 

“A lot of people have come up to me over the years and asked whether this is really 
going to happen,” said Steven Feinberg, executive director of the Rhode Island Film 
& Television Office. “Chad has been persistent, he’s brought on good talent, and, 
yes, it’s gonna happen.” 

Verdi said the movie should be in theaters in late 2015 or early 2016. 

Along the way, Verdi found a key ally in revered Oscar-winning director Martin 
Scorsese, who made one of the best boxing movies ever, “Raging Bull.” Scorsese is 
listed as the executive producer of “Bleed for This,” while his frequent collaborator 
Emma Tillinger Koskoff is one of the producers. 

“Scorsese doesn’t put his name on everything that comes his way,” Feinberg said. 

Verdi said he met Scorsese through U.S. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I. Verdi 
said he and Scorsese hit if off, and Scorsese loved the script by writer/director Ben 
Younger, whose previous films include “Boiler Room” and “Prime.” 

“The first time I met Marty, I knew it was going to work,” Verdi said. 

Younger said Scorsese’s seal of approval was an integral part in getting the movie off 
the ground. “His name brings a lot of value,” Younger said. “He’s a draw on every 
front.” 

Younger, 42, said he was intrigued by the drama of Paz’s comeback, but he didn’t 
know much about boxing when he started the project. He spent a lot of time with Paz 
before he wrote the script. 

“I wanted to focus on the authenticity of Vinny and his family and the community,” 
Younger said. “There’s a real specificity there.” 

 Verdi and Younger were determined to make the movie in Rhode Island. 

“That’s very important to me,” Younger said. “I only want to shoot movies in the place 
where the story occurred. I don’t want to use Toronto and pretend it’s Rhode Island.” 

Verdi said “Bleed for This” will employ about 120 people, not including extras, about 
70 percent of them Rhode Islanders. Every scene will be shot in the Ocean State. 



Locations will include Twin River, the Dunkin’ Donuts Center and parts of Cranston, 
where Paz grew up. 

Feinberg said the film will be eligible for a state tax credit, which gives productions a 
tax discount of up to 25 percent of the money spent in the state. Tax credits are 
capped at $5 million per production. 

Verdi has estimated the budget of “Bleed for This” at between $10 million and $20 
million. Feinberg said the amount of a tax credit can’t be estimated until the funds 
have been spent and the movie’s budget has gone through two separate audits to 
ensure the money remained in Rhode Island. 

When the production crew scouted out Twin River on Oct. 23, Paz was there, but not 
the actors. Verdi was on hand, and Younger, plus a posse of camera, lighting, sound 
and props personnel. 

Casino general manager Craig Sculos and security director Steve Lefebvre were 
there, too. 

Twin River is to have two roles in the movie, playing both itself and Caesar’s Palace 
in Las Vegas, circa 1988. 

Once past the casino entrance, the film crew went to a craps table, then a blackjack 
table on the casino floor. They tried to figure where the actors will stand, where the 
lighting will come from, where to place the camera, how many people will need to be 
in the background. 

They checked out the Event Center, where at least one fight will be filmed — the 
same place where Paz introduced the actors Friday night. 

Twin River’s Sculos was cooperative with the filmmakers — within limits. 

“We’re excited that Hollywood is coming to little Rhody, and we think this will create 
some excitement around Twin River,” he said. “But we are still an ongoing business 
operation. We’re trying to accommodate the needs of the producers without 
disrupting members of the public that are here to enjoy Twin River.” 

Verdi said he was excited, but also nervous. 

“I’m having fun, but it’s very stressful,” he said. “It’s my friend’s story, so I want it to 
be perfect.” 

 


