
Ca$h capers and intricacies 
 
French screenwriter Eric Bresnard's second feature "Ca$h" is close enough to becoming 
intelligent entertainment -- until the plot twists get too complicated for the film's own 
good. 
 

 
 
The "Ocean's Eleven" craze has certainly had an influence on this caper comedy, in which 
the thieves are witty and the rest of the players are never quick enough to catch on.  

Meet Ca$h (Jean Dujardin). He's funny, he's charming and he's a small-time crook, but 
that doesn't matter since he's almost as handsome as George Clooney. With his small 
crew of four, they pull off small cons on whoever looks gullible enough to take the bait. 
But things start getting complicated when sophisticated Europol officer Julia Molina 
(Valeria Golino) starts tailing Ca$h in order to land a big promotion at Paris 
headquarters. Enter a gang of two other con artists, including counterfeit money unit and 
big shot Maxime (Jean Reno), who decides to include Ca$h in a big operation that 
involves stealing a batch of diamonds worth 12 million euros. Turns out Molina is not 
willing to settle for a police pension after she finds out about the team's new hit; she 
wants to join the operation plus get a hefty share of the profits. Putting initial doubts 
aside, Ca$h decides to let her in, and Monsieur Maxime has a secret crush on her 
anyway.  

Halfway through the film, you realize that someone in the group is a double-crosser 
(well, they're all double-crossers, but the question is whether the code of thieves allows 
them to double-cross each other). But that's the convention of the genre anyways -- 
keep the audience guessing until they get too tired to try and figure out the ongoing 
intricacies. In the end we get to envy all the champagne the characters get to drink and 
enjoy both an advanced level of smooth talking and the favorite -- identity changing. 
There's one such scene that involves veteran actor Francois Berleand and is probably the 
funniest part of the film.  

It's always an escapist pleasure to watch big film stars portraying stylish criminals, 
especially if the film is set in Paris along the glamorous Cote d'Azur. Adding to that, we 
have fiery Italian actress Golino as the female lead, who carries her 40s with a 
sophistication particular to European beauties. Golino has been working in France for 
some time now, and especially left a mark with her appearance in "36 Quai des 
Orfeveres." The rest of the acting talent is clearly enjoying their time on the film's set, 
although it's obvious that some of them care more about their paychecks than the quality 
of the material. Ciaran Hinds, who we've seen before in HBO's "Rome," doesn't have 
much to work with in the role of the Europol chief inspector and feels the need to 
frequently shout at the top of his lungs. Dujardin and Reno wear their swindler roles 
perfectly; Dujardin has that certain Cheshire cat smile and Reno is after all, Reno. The 
movie would have been even better if their characters had more scenes and 
conversations together, as we want more of that suave interaction. Dujardin also stars in 
the more complex role of Octave in the adaptation of Frederic Beigbeder's infamous "99 
Francs," to be released next week.  



"Ca$h" is good fun, the only problem being that the plot twists get too disorienting for us 
to make any sense of the story, which aspires to come together at the end like a massive 
jigsaw puzzle. Once you've found the pieces to complete the picture, you've already 
forgotten what the picture was all about. And that's especially a shame since there's 
supposed to be a very valid reason for all the confusing hustle and bustle connecting the 
first and last scenes. After watching "Ca$h," you'll be left with a big smirk on your face 
admiring how clever the crooks are, but then you'll ask yourself, "Wait a minute, how did 
we get from point A to point B?" In the end, you'll just forget you ever asked the 
question as you start thinking about the grocery shopping. 
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