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ABOVE SUSPICION: DEADLY INTENT 
 
 
KELLY REILLY (Sherlock Holmes, Meant To Be) returns as the newly promoted DI Anna 
Travis in Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent, adapted from Lynda La Plante’s fourth novel in 
her best-selling series about the rookie detective. Reilly stars alongside CIARÁN HINDS 
(John Carter of Mars, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows), who reprises his role as her 
boss, the volatile Detective Chief Superintendent James Langton.  
 
They are joined by SHAUN DINGWALL (Rock & Chips, Moses Jones) as Detective Chief 
Inspector Mike Lewis, who will be heading up his first murder case, CELYN JONES (Law & 
Order: UK) as Detective Sergeant Paul Barolli and AMANDA LAWRENCE (Little Dorrit) as 
Joan Faukland.  
 
Guest stars in the new series include RAY FEARON (Raw, Missing), ROBBIE GEE (The 
Fixer, Murphy’s Law), ANDREW WOODALL (Place of Execution, Lawless), JULIAN 
SANDS (The Good Life, Assisting Venus) and RICHARD BRAKE (Outpost, Halloween II) 
as well as acclaimed Danish actresses STINE STENGADE and BENEDIKTE HANSEN. 
 
Following a fatal shooting in a notorious drug dealer’s squat, the murder team, headed up 
by DCI Mike Lewis (Shaun Dingwall), quickly identify the victim as Frank Brandon - an ex-
police officer from the drug squad, and friend of DCS James Langton (Ciarán Hinds). The 
team begin the task of trying to connect the presence of their ex-colleague in such 
desperate and squalid surroundings.  
 
After further investigation Travis (Kelly Reilly) begins to uncover suspicious links between 
Brandon and the notorious drug-trafficker, Alexander Fitzpatrick, one of the most wanted 
men in the Western world.  Operating under numerous aliases, he has eluded arrest for 20 
years and there have been no sightings of him…until now. 
 
Energised by her findings and with the body count mounting, it seems more likely that this 
infamous drug baron is back in the UK. Will they figure out Fitzpatrick’s plan in time or will 
he be the one that got away.... 
 
Lynda La Plante says: 
“DI Travis and DCS Langton are back together to investigate the death of a former 
colleague and friend of Langton’s in dreadful circumstances.  It’s very exciting that Kelly 
and Ciarán are reunited to bring both characters back for a third season with an adaptation 
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of my fourth novel in the series with of course the tremendous continued support of Laura 
Mackie and Peter Fincham at ITV.  I hope the audience continues to enjoy my latest 
installment.” 
 
Director of ITV Drama Commissioning Laura Mackie says: 
“We are delighted to be working with La Plante Productions on another run of Above 
Suspicion which has established itself as a strong returning franchise for ITV1.“   
 
Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent is a La Plante Production for ITV1. The executive 
producers are Lynda La Plante and Liz Thorburn. The producer is Hugh Warren and the 
director is Gillies MacKinnon.  
 
 
Press contact for ITV:  
Kate Richards  
Tel: 020 7157 3039  
Email: kate.richards@itv.com  
 
Picture Publicity Manager: 
Patrick Smith 
Tel: 020 7157 3044 
Email: Patrick.smith@itv.com  
 
Press contact for La Plante Productions:  
Victoria Brooks, Milk Publicity  
Tel: 020 7520 1087  
Email: victoria@milkpublicity.com 
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Interview with Lynda La Plante, CBE 
Writer / Executive Producer 

 
 
“I think it’s really down to the, will they won’t they, question?” 
 
Lynda La Plante begins to explain the audience’s continued fascination with her leading 
characters Langton and Travis. Responsible for some of television’s most famous 
characters, Lynda explains why her latest protagonists work so well. 
 
“A lot of women absolutely love Langton (Ciarán Hinds) and some find him really awful to 
Travis (Kelly Reilly). In that respect it’s a bit like Gone With The Wind, he’s so nasty to her 
at times but in this one, we do have the emotional impact when he tells her the truth about 
his life.  We see that this vulnerability allows Travis to reveal her feelings for him, if only to 
herself, it continues to build the tension between them. I think this is what makes their 
interaction compelling.” 
 
The juxtaposition of these tender moments with the fast paced drama of an investigation is 
also what makes the drama so intense and it may be hard to imagine that anyone would be 
able to have a relationship like Langton and Travis’ in this kind of high adrenalin, 
pressurised environment but as Lynda explains;  
 
“It happens a lot, which is why it used to be very frowned upon for any fraternising of police 
officers working on the same case but also, a higher ranking officer with a young female 
officer would be even more controversial, though it does happen.  In fact two of my most 
valued researchers are two very high-ranking police officers and are married to each other. 
Just like any workplace romance, if there’s a relationship between staff there are always 
raised eyebrows, murmurings and nudges, it’s office gossip.” 
 
In a similar way to the world in which they operate there is a polarisation between Langton 
and Travis that seems to pull them together, however as Lynda explains, beyond the 
surface tension there are some fundamental similarities between the two. 
 
“Langton is a dedicated police officer and an exceedingly good one who has very strong gut 
instincts, but he is not an intellectual man. He’s hardly ever read a book, if it wasn’t 
connected to a crime. However, Travis is university educated and different… she also 
stands up to him, which none of the other women or men do.  But like Langton, Travis is 
actually very intuitively intelligent and in many ways has a similar trait to Langton in that, 
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she won’t let something go.  This makes her a very good detective, she could very easily 
dismiss the fact that one of the witnesses said she heard three bullets, her persistence in 
uncovering the detail proves to be the key in this case.  A fact that Langton admires.” 
 
Lynda has been quoted as saying that she is passionate about authenticity and her 
production team are often citing attention to details as her driving force, so in this respect is 
the writer like her lead character, persistent when it comes to the minutiae?  
 
“I don’t take no for an answer, we are a small company and finances are very tight on 
productions at the moment, so when I had a scene that required a private plane and it 
looked like it may be axed, I thought we can’t cut it.  Thinking how to shoot this crucial 
scene without a plane I thought ‘hold on a second, Ian Sutherland, [Head of the 
production’s Post Production company: NTegrity] he’s got a plane!’ And that’s how we got 
over that problem.”  
 
The core of all of Lynda’s dramas is detailed research and despite her own extensive 
experience writing crime drama, this is still something she is she insists on. 
 
“We have a permanent researcher, Cass Sutherland, and he may say, ‘listen, you can’t use 
a Glock gun because it won’t work for what you need,’ and then he will take us through the 
ballistics to make the storyline plausible.” 
 
It is this persistence that means that audiences continue to associate the La Plante name 
with quality drama. 
 
“People expect and deserve quality from La Plante. Like them, I just can’t accept anything 
that is below standard. I can tell immediately watching a show when the cloth is cut too fine. 
We’re very fortunate at La Plante Productions to have a team that have been with us for so 
many years that we all know what it takes to go that extra mile and keep the production 
values on the screen. We’re a very tight knit and hard-working team.”  
 
One of this series’ remarkable achievements in terms of production values is the realism of 
the opening scene, which shows a plastic surgeon at work giving someone a new face.  As 
Lynda explains, “I think the prosthetic work in this one is beyond belief! I am stunned and I 
challenge anyone to ask, ‘is that a real person or not?’ And to have, a real life surgeon 
playing the surgeon doing the procedure was terribly important to me.  To outline the 
markings on the face, how fast the surgeon is able to do the work, how he lifts the face off 
etc would have taken hours and hours to train an actor to do this convincingly.” 
 
Lynda explains that apart from the red hair, the similarities between her and Travis are 
minimal. 
 
“Travis is professionally calm, you know, she will have a methodical approach. I get into a 
terrible temper if I can’t get something done! I don’t think I’m Travis in the way that I would 
take my time, I just say, ‘This has got to happen and I will find a way to do it!’ I do think my 
humour comes out through these characters, humour is terribly important to me in my life 
as well as in my work. Also, you have to like the characters and I hope that’s what I attempt 
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to do, to make them fully rounded. But I really don’t think there’s one character that I could 
identify with a hundred percent.” 
 
Langton, seems to have quite a bit of difficulty showing his true emotions although in 
Deadly Intent we see him open up to a much greater extent not only with Travis but with his 
colleagues generally.  
 
Lynda explains why she has shown a softer side to Langton in this series: “Underneath all 
his brusqueness and bad temper and attitudes, he’s genuinely…an incredibly nice man. I 
think Langton actually finds Travis delightful, but could never say that and so he’s very 
brusque with her.  However, in another way he is a very dangerous man, because in a 
sense he is a walking wounded.  He never really got over the death of his first wife who was 
a forensic expert and died suddenly of a brain tumour.”   
 
Lynda goes on to explain that this is why Langton is so sympathetic to DCI Mike Lewis 
(Shaun Dingwall) when he discovers that his wife is fighting cancer. 
 
“There is a warm scene when Langton says, ‘go home, be with her’ because he wasn’t with 
his wife when she died, those are poignant moments.” 
 
What drives Lynda La Plante?   
 
“I have what I call, ‘the fury,’ my anger at crime is what drives me.  It drives me forward all 
the time to question things and I constantly ask myself, How? Why does this happen? I find 
inspiration in everything,” she adds.  “I’ve only got to go out of the house, and walk the dog 
in the park and I get inspiration for something.  I talk to people and newspapers are a 
constant source of research and inspiration.” 
 
In the case of Deadly Intent, it was while Lynda was in America a few years ago that she 
read about a series of drug related deaths caused by “Drop Dead” the street term for the 
drug Fentanyl. 
 
“I read about the robbery at a Fentanyl pharmaceutical company and how dangerous it was 
in America and thought, ‘I’ve never heard of that drug’. The news reports explained the 
dangers of Fentanyl and why it was called street ‘Drop Dead’. I met a surgeon in America 
and he said how careful they had to be in the A & E departments because it kept getting 
stolen. He gave me all the details of how dangerous it was in America. When I came back 
to the UK I read an article that it was being stolen out of A & E departments.”  
 
As a former actress the casting process is one of the many areas of production that Lynda 
is fastidious about. Deadly Intent sees the return of Julian Sands to the small screen and a 
cast that includes the leading Danish actresses Benedikte Hansen and Stine Stengade. 
 
“I think it’s terribly important for a drama to feel real, that the viewer is not going to say, ‘I 
know that actor, he was in The Bill,’ or ‘I saw him, he was in Lewis the other week, he 
always plays killers.’ So I always look for and try to encourage casting that has a freshness 
to it.  When the audiences don’t always recognise the faces,” she explains. “Julian Sands 
hasn’t been on TV for a very long time and we wanted an actor who had presence and a 
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physical resemblance to our suspect and Julian fitted the bill perfectly.  With the casting of 
our Danish characters we wanted to ensure that there was authenticity to the two 
characters,” she continues. “While Benedikte Hansen who plays Helga, is acting royalty in 
Denmark she and Stine Stengade, who plays her much younger sister, are unknown here.  
Benedikte has a quality to her that is so powerful because of her age and physical 
attraction. The character had to have the ability to be as physically attractive at fifty as she 
was at thirty, the age she would have been when she was with our villain. Benedikte 
delivered exactly that.” 
 
This relationship between the sisters is just one of many in the story and it is this that Lynda 
finds incredibly intriguing.  
 
“It’s the rivalry between siblings that I find so interesting and in this case it is the younger 
sister who seems to have everything.  But through that, we also see rivalry emerge 
between the sisters when Travis appears on the scene. When Langton says, ‘she’s rather 
attractive. A lot older than her sister, you know’, we see Travis’ jealously bubble up and that 
prickly thing that happens between attractive women arises.” 
 
It was very important for Lynda to provide a script that would allow the rest of the cast to 
develop their characters alongside Kelly and Ciarán. 
 
 “It is so nice for me to have an actor like Shaun, who’s been so outstanding in the two 
previous Above Suspicions, without really getting much meat on the bone so I told him I’d 
write him a much tastier part for this episode. That repertory element is very important to 
me too, to make sure that the actors that do become part of the La Plante team are 
respected and never used. I think Celyn Jones playing Barolli is wonderful! And Amanda 
Lawrence playing Joan is just divine.  It is their presence when they’re in the incident room. 
You don’t see them sitting there but you know they’re always an integral part of the scene.” 
 
There seems to be the theme of crossed lines in this series. Langton and Travis crossing a 
working/personal relationship, sisters crossing the line in their family bond and Frank 
Brandon being a policeman who has crossed over to a life of crime.  Is Langton in danger of 
thinking he is above the law? 
 
“When Julia says to Langton about Fitzpatrick, ‘you have no idea what you’re dealing with.’ 
And Langton, replies, ‘you have no idea what you’re dealing with, with me.’ He plays it 
back.  It is chilling how calmly he says it. Langton’s a very flawed character and on two 
occasions now he has asked Travis to keep quiet. In Red Dahlia he knew Mrs Hedges had 
heard the man scrabbling to get out and he said, ‘We just forget it,’ and in this one they go 
further. For Travis she has to face the facts that she may have screwed up, Miss Totally 
Together, misses two valuable points that could cost them the case. More importantly for 
her is the realisation that Langton is a manipulator when he says, ‘I have to be Above 
Suspicion’ because he wants to be Commander. It is the dawning on Travis’ face when she 
thinks he is almost becoming like a Fitzpatrick, a great liar…”  It is these parallels that 
Lynda loves about this series. 
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With her passion and drive in the pursuit of authenticity and attention to fine detail within her 
dramas one could be forgiven for thinking Lynda La Plante would have made a great 
detective. 
 
“No! I couldn’t I would find it so difficult. I would get too emotional and upset. It’s the 
aftermath of crime that I find so terrible and it never goes away. To knock on someone’s 
door and say, ‘you may want to sit down, I have some very bad news,’ and change that 
person’s life for ever, I really don’t think I could do that.” 
 
 
Since 1993 Lynda La Plante has spearheaded La Plante Productions. In that time the 
company has produced a stunning slate of innovative dramas with proven success and 
enduring international appeal.  

Prime Suspect (starring Helen Mirren) garnered many awards including six British Academy 
Awards (BAFTA), the British Broadcasting Award, the Royal Television Society Writer’s 
Award, the Edgar Allen Poe Writer’s Award and an EMMY for Best Mini Series. La Plante 
won the 1997 Liverpool Echo Arts Award for best television writer for Trial & Retribution and 
the series was nominated for an Indie and a Royal Television Society Award. Widows was 
nominated for a BAFTA award in 1982.  

La Plante bestowed John Moores University with a creative writing scholarship in her 
hometown of Liverpool and is an honorary member of the British Film Institute. The British 
Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) has also awarded Lynda with the Dennis 
Potter Writers Award.  

On 14th June 2008 Lynda was awarded a CBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List 
(Writer and Producer for services to Literature, Drama and to Charity). 
 
On 3rd October 2009, Lynda was honoured at the Cologne Conference International Film 
and Television Festival with the prestigious TV Spielfilm Award for her television adaptation 
of her novel, Above Suspicion.  Later the same month (21st October) Lynda was 
inaugurated into the Crime Thriller Writer’s Hall of Fame; an event that was televised by 
ITV3 in the UK. 
 
Books penned by Lynda La Plante include: The Legacy, The Talisman, Bella Mafia, 
Entwined, Cold Shoulder, Cold Blood, Cold Heart, Sleeping Cruelty, Royal Flush, Above 
Suspicion, The Red Dahlia, Clean Cut, Deadly Intent and Silent Scream and Blind Fury 
have all been international best-sellers.  Lynda La Plante is published by Simon & Schuster. 
 
www.laplanteproductions.com 
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KELLY REILLY IS DI ANNA TRAVIS 
 
Reprising her role as Anna Travis in Lynda La Plante’s third instalment of Above Suspicion, 
Kelly Reilly explains why she is so taken with the character. 
 
“She’s quite brilliant at doing what she does and I admire that dedication and skill.  We are 
quite different,” she continues.  “I think that I’m a lot more laid back.  I’m not as wound up as 
her and I like to think that my life is a lot more important than my job, whereas with Travis, 
her job is everything.  
 
“The key thing about Travis is her speed and how she trusts her gut instinct. This year she 
gets into trouble for working on her own because she seems to be one-step ahead of 
everybody else.  She’s not particularly a great team player but she is somebody great to 
have on your team. She doesn’t always report back what’s going on when she goes off on 
her own little detective hunts. She’s a bit of a wild card in that respect. Travis is not your 
typical police officer; she doesn’t try to people please, and for me, that’s what makes her 
different.” 
 
Anna Travis and James Langton have been entwined in a complicated and intense 
relationship since their first meeting in Above Suspicion. Now, in the third instalment Kelly 
Reilly reveals Travis finally faces up to her true feelings for her volatile boss.  
 
“Since the beginning there has been a spark between the two of them. But it’s more than 
that; there is also an attraction and they care for one another,” she explains. 
 
“Travis cares deeply about Langton’s opinion of her.  It matters because she really wants to 
do her best for him.” 
 
“They’re under so much pressure with the case they become frustrated and begin to make 
mistakes that allow the suspect to be one step ahead.  Langton is a man who demands 
100% of himself and everyone around him so when things go wrong he feels out of control 
and becomes aggressive.  Because of her feelings for him she wants to try and help.” 
 
“There is a moment, Langton’s been drinking, and he tells her about his late wife.  He is 
trying to open up to her about his feelings but Travis is incredibly uncomfortable with it and 
doesn’t know how to handle the situation,” she explains. 
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“There’s a dark shadow over Langton which is hard for Travis to see because she holds 
him in such high esteem.”  
 
Deadly Intent proves a tough case for the pair both emotionally and professionally.  As Kelly 
explains it was an opportunity to explore in greater depth not only the individual characters 
but all the relationships within the team. 
 
“Travis is completely freaked out about how she really feels,” she says.  “I think she loves 
him but it’s a lot more complicated than that. What kind of love it is I’m not sure, only time 
will reveal. But in any case, what can they do about it?” 
 
Throughout the series of Above Suspicion Travis has had a stream of male admirers.  
Deadly Intent is no exception.  The introduction of the handsome DCI Power played by Ray 
Fearon and Forensic Scientist, Pete Jenkins (Richard Clothier) adds further complications 
to Travis’s already emotional mindset. 
 
“Travis has her admirers but she’s not about to be impressed by a young detective or a 
doe-eyed forensic, she doesn’t buy it.  She doesn’t like either of them like that, and besides, 
she’s not the type to go on dates.  She’s actually a bit of a lonely person. Any relationship 
with them is purely professional.” 
 
“She’s certainly not a Femme Fatale by any stretch, she wouldn’t know how to be. I don’t 
think she regards herself highly, she hardly brushes her hair!  But she’s an attractive young 
woman in a predominantly male world and she doesn’t feel the need to hide behind or 
apologise for it. She doesn’t pretend she’s not attractive, and it can help her with the job as 
well; she knows she can use it to her advantage. What I love about Travis is those 
paradoxes. They keep me interested in her and allows me to bring an honesty to the 
character.” 
 
Following two years with the team, Travis is now well into her stride and has been newly 
promoted to Detective Inspector.  
 
“This year she’s got her promotion so she knows she’s good,” says Kelly. “However, what’s 
interesting for me is that she’s still figuring out what sort of police officer she wants to be.  I 
find it strange that for somebody who is so instinctive she lacks sensitivity to people in her 
personal life.  You see this in how she treats Lewis, played by Shaun [Dingwall]. She 
doesn’t know how to communicate with him about his wife and the fact she’s got cancer. 
She’s quite harsh on him and is not emotionally equipped to deal with that. 
 
“She’s so focused when it comes to her job, but she doesn’t have many life skills and that is 
quite an interesting dynamic.  She can be brilliant at dealing with work situations because of 
her perceptiveness and often her hunches are right.  But she seems unable to have the 
same clarity when it comes to dealing with emotional challenges.” 
 
Kelly has much admired Lynda’s work.   
 
“I love how passionate Lynda is about her characters and how honest she is with Travis. 
She’s not afraid to show up her faults or her weaknesses. I’m much more into her 
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characters that show a side of human nature where everything isn’t perfect. I’ve really tried 
to keep that as much as I can with Travis.”  
 
Having completed the third instalment of Above Suspicion, Kelly would be happy to explore 
Anna Travis’ character in further adaptations of Lynda’s books.  
 
“The Above Suspicion books are so great. I’ve read all of them and they are such a page-
turner. Of course I know what happens to Travis, as does anybody who reads the series. 
She goes on a journey that I can’t wait to explore in the drama. It’s a journey that I feel very 
close to now. This is one of the many reasons I keep coming back to I’m emotionally 
involved.” 
 
Kelly believes the key to Anna’s character is her father’s back-story. 
 
“Her father was a well respected and immensely brilliant detective before he died. I always 
go back to him because he’s the reason she is a police officer. She’s walking in his 
footsteps and trying to fill his shoes but she’s trying to fill them in her own way.” 
 
Kelly’s acting career has gone from strength to strength within the past two years. She has 
clocked great credits to her name including smash hit movie Sherlock Holmes, directed by 
Guy Richie and starring Robert Downey Junior and Jude Law, Me and Orson Welles, also 
starring Zac Efron, and British independent Eden Lake. Currently, Kelly is filming the 
second Sherlock Holmes, in which she reprises her role as Dr Watson’s fiancée (Jude 
Law).  
 
“The sequel to Sherlock Holmes is going really well despite the cold weather on set! I’m 
back in the film playing Mary Morstan and we’re filming until early next year. I’m then going 
to Canada to do a lovely film called Edwin Boyd with Scott Speedman, Brian Cox and 
Alison Pill. I’m really looking forward to it because it is a very beautiful character-driven 
story.”  
 
Kelly’s other credits include: Triage, He Kills Coppers, Joe’s Palace, Mrs Henderson 
Presents, Pride & Prejudice and Agatha Christie’s Poirot. 
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CIARÁN HINDS IS DCS JAMES LANGTON  
 

Ciarán Hinds admits he’s relieved the team are faced with a less gruesome case in the new 
Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent. 
 
“In the first two series of Above Suspicion we saw some horribly dismembered female 
corpses and weird misogyny. I’m pleased we’re not dealing with that in this series. I didn’t 
have to look at the imagery, but I had to listen to the reports and that in itself was quite 
horrible because of the inhumanity of it all.  
 
“Deadly Intent is very different because it’s linked to drugs. There is murder as well but it’s 
not so gruesome.” 
 
In Deadly Intent the team are sent to investigate the shooting of ex-detective Frank 
Brandon at a drugs squat in an East London estate. Following further investigation, they 
discover a plot to sell a lethal drug called Fentanyl in the UK. 
 
“The interesting thing about this case is that the team don’t even know what they’re after to 
begin with. They’re in the dark; not quite knowing what they’re dealing with and how it will 
escalate, and meanwhile the person behind it all is always one step ahead.”  
 
Ciarán explains that although Langton is now Detective Chief Superintendent, it doesn’t 
stop him from taking command and leading the team on their most challenging case yet.  
 
“Langton has been promoted to Chief Superintendent. Theoretically, he should be 
overseeing five or six cases at once. I think whatever happens he seems to see himself at 
the forefront. He’s like the paterfamilias, the father of the family.  
 
“Langton steams onto this case because it involves an ex-copper, Frank Brandon, and it’s 
personal for him. He knew Frank and although Frank wasn’t the straightest of coppers, he 
gave 25 years to the service. Langton feels a bind of loyalty towards him, and there is also 
the added pressure that an ex-detective has been shot in a drugs squat.  
 
“Also, Mike Lewis, who is steady and loyal to the cause, is meant to head up the 
investigation but he is suffering a personal tragedy that affects him running the case as he’s 
meant to. As a result Langton can’t help but take over.” 
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Langton jumps straight into the investigation and finds himself working once again with the 
newly promoted Detective Inspector Anna Travis. Having been previously rebuffed by 
Travis, Ciarán admits that despite Langton’s best efforts he still holds affection for her and 
feels pangs of jealously towards any male admirers.  
 
“He has a passion for her that really he shouldn’t have and this unsettles him. It doesn’t feel 
right because he knew her father and wouldn’t want anything to affect their work. He puts 
anything he can in between them to try to push his feelings away, whether it’s his rage, 
being the boss, or acting like a father to her.  
 
“Travis is very comfortable around Langton but I think it’s because she sees him more as a 
father figure, which is upsetting for him as well. Meanwhile, all these young men come in 
flashing their credentials trying to get her attention. Travis has always had admirers and 
whilst Langton feels twinges of jealously he doesn’t act on it.   
 
“In another breath he finds her infuriating, particularly because she has a habit of going off 
on her own and not sharing the information she finds with the team. She has been with the 
team for a few years now and should know better. Travis is a smart cookie and a great 
detective and Langton knows this; he admires her ingenuity and her instinct but still gets 
frustrated by her actions.  
 
“It’s hard to say where the relationship between Langton and Travis is going; we’re 
dependent on Lynda’s scripts for the answers!”  
 
Speaking about Langton in Deadly Intent Ciarán says: “He is definitely on edge a lot more 
in this series. He is under pressure from the added responsibility of being a Chief 
Superintendent and he’s driven by ambition to get to the top within the force. He won’t let 
anyone get in his way and we see more and more frustration and anger in him. For 
example, towards the end Travis begins to see him in a different light. She sees the beast 
within him, which is a different side we’ve not seen yet.  
 
“That beast is a mix of his frustration with the case, unfulfilled desire and ruthless ambition. 
When that culminates, it can produce a heavy concoction for rage, discombobulation and 
irrationality.   
 
“I also think he seems to be quite lost, more so now in this series than ever. Again, we see 
no family life; all he has is his work - he’s married to it and although he’s worked his way up 
he’s still not made it to the top, and that’s where he wants to be.” 
 
Now into his third series of Above Suspicion, Ciarán claims it’s great to return to a familiar 
role and reunite with his fellow cast members. 
 
“Working on Above Suspicion has been a great experience. By chance, most of the things 
I’ve done in the past have been one-offs. I’ve found playing a returning character doesn’t 
necessarily get easier, but it does fit better each time. You can still interpret things in a 
different way but there is a pulse in the centre of it. 
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”I’m very different to Langton; well at least I hope I am! He has attitudes that are quite 
different from mine. He is a widely drawn character within a crime series. He’s not a soft 
man by any means and he can be brutal in his delivery and very gung-ho.”  
 
“I’ve loved coming back to Above Suspicion each year and catching up with everyone. 
Lynda is as popular as ever; she has a huge following and I’m pleased we’ve managed to 
maintain the standard.” 
 
Ciarán has established a long and hugely successful career in film, television and theatre 
with credits to his name including the multi award winning HBO mini-series Rome (2005-7), 
Paul Thomas Anderson’s Oscar winning film There Will be Blood (2007) and Steven 
Spielberg’s epic Munich (2005). He returned from the Broadway stage where he had been 
starring in The Seafarer to take his role in Above Suspicion in 2008.   
 
Speaking about his career Ciarán says: “I look back at the work I’ve done and see roles that 
were most enjoyable and some which were artistically pleasing but more often than not, I 
see a shared experience rather than a singular experience. For me the size of the role 
doesn’t matter, what really makes me want to get involved is the whole story, the writing 
and the way it is structured. I consider myself to have been really lucky in my career and 
loyalty has meant a lot to me. My first huge break in film or television was Persuasion 
(1995). The opportunity was given to me by a wonderful director, Roger Michell who I’d 
worked with in theatre. Sam Mendes gave me an opportunity to work in film in America 
(Road to Perdition, 2002) for the first time and I’d worked with him in theatre as well.  
 
“Currently I’ve been doing John le Carré’s Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy by a brilliant Swedish 
director called Thomas Alfredson. It’s got a line up of really great actors including Gary 
Oldman as ‘Smiley’ and is set in the early 1970’s during the Cold War. I’ve also been doing 
a film directed by James Watkins called The Woman in Black alongside Daniel Radcliffe, 
who is a joy to work with. For that role I’ve been driving him around in a 1970’s Rolls 
Royce!”  
 
The Woman in Black is Ciarán’s second time working with Daniel Radcliffe; he also stars 
with him in the new Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows as Albus 
Dumbledore’s brother Aberforth. 
 
“The last Harry Potter book is split into two parts and I am in the second part in a scene as 
Dumbledore’s brother. I read several of them to my daughter Aoife, now 19, when she was 
younger. I’ve always liked the Harry Potter books, they are brilliantly written. They take you 
on journey and you don’t have to be young to enjoy them.”   
 
Ciarán’s film credits include John Carter of Mars, The Rite, Margo at the Wedding and Miss 
Pettigrew Lives for a Day. His television credits include, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Jane 
Eyre, Cold Lazarus and Prime Suspect. 
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SHAUN DINGWALL IS DCI MIKE LEWIS 
 
There are new challenges ahead for Shaun Dingwall’s character in Above Suspicion: 
Deadly Intent when he is promoted to DCI and heads up an investigation into the murder of 
an ex-police detective. 
 
Shaun explains: “Mike Lewis has been promoted to the head of the investigation so this is 
an exciting time for him. Gone is the brown suit, he’s now smartened himself up as he steps 
into the rank of Detective Chief Inspector. It’s a big case to take on with a lot of 
responsibility but I think he’s absolutely ready for it. He is a good detective and knows the 
job well. 
 
“The promotion hasn’t necessarily come at the best time for Lewis; his wife is critically ill 
with cancer. It’s a hard time for him and his work suffers. Understandably, his wife’s illness 
is always on his mind and as a result he finds it hard to concentrate.  
 
“It’s the first time in the series we’ve learnt about Lewis’ life outside of the office as we see 
his two worlds clash. It’s really interesting and adds more depth to his character. I think he 
is someone people can identify with. In previous series he’s always had a good sense of 
detachment when it comes to his work, and that’s helped him with difficult cases. However, 
he is human and we see his emotions come through in this series.” 
 
Having been married for almost two years, Shaun can relate to his character more now 
then ever before. 
 
“I’m married; in fact I celebrate my two year anniversary with my wife on New Year’s Eve. 
It’s interesting because I feel I can relate to Lewis more now in these episodes because I 
can see a man who holds a great love for his family.  
 
“For Lewis, what’s going on at home outweighs what is going on at work. Personally I think 
I’d forgive anybody in the same situation for not being able to put something like this at the 
back of their mind.  
 
“It’s hard his work is suffering because the situation is completely out of his control. I think 
his behaviour is unacceptable, yet it’s also forgivable. His circumstance is something a lot 
of people watching will be able to relate to.” 
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Lewis struggles to lead the team, and in particular DI Anna Travis, who chooses not to keep 
him informed on developments with the case. 
 
Shaun explains: “Since the beginning Lewis has had a feisty relationship with Travis. Both 
of them have been promoted and although they share a mutual respect, Lewis absolutely 
sees Travis as a threat. In his eyes she is unprofessional and it annoys him that she goes 
off on her own detective trails without keeping him in the loop. He holds an element of 
paranoia because he is not able to put 100% into the job and he’s aware others are 
noticing. He becomes defensive and retaliates by taking a lot of his emotions and anger out 
on Travis. I really enjoyed playing out these scenes. It was important for me to do Lewis 
justice, as I’m certain what he feels is something people can go through in their working 
lives.” 
 
Despite Lewis’ troubles with Travis, DCS James Langton gives him the support he needs.    
 
“Lewis and Langton have a strong bond and Lewis has always looked up to Langton as a 
role model. Langton knows Lewis is a good Detective. He has always been there for Lewis, 
and he is once again when we see him approach Lewis offering his support.”  
 
Shaun reveals he was delighted to return for a third series of Above Suspicion. 
 
“I can absolutely say that I have enjoyed this job more than any other and it’s purely down 
to the people who work on it, and the great stories written by Lynda. The fact that it does so 
well with ratings is a bonus. It’s a job I can really sink my teeth into. 
 
“Lynda creates a cracking good story. The idea of being ‘above suspicion’, whether its 
movie stars, politicians or journalists, these people belong to certain little pockets of society 
who we think wouldn’t necessarily commit atrocities, so when they do it’s fascinating. Also, I 
think viewers can recognise the characters in the team. They are not super heroes or even 
a group of people who always get things right. They are very human and do make 
mistakes. This is something we can all identify with.”  
 
After finishing Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent, Shaun has been busy filming Rock & Chips 
for the BBC and writing a new screenplay. 
 
“I’m currently filming another Rock & Chips special, which is a spin-off from Only Fools and 
Horses. I play Reg Trotter and it’s set in the 1960s so I have to wear some fairly dodgy 
suits! In my spare time I’m also doing a lot of script writing and hope to get away to a 
friends converted barn in France for a few weeks to do more.  
 
Shaun can also been seen in ITV1’s crime drama Midsommer Murders. His previous credits 
include Moses Jones, The Young Victoria, and Survivors. 
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CELYN JONES IS DS PAUL BAROLLI 
 

Two years into his stint in Above Suspicion, Celyn Jones admits he’s still revelling in his 
role as DS Paul Barolli and the excitement of playing a detective on primetime television. 
 
“I’m the mantor of a TV detective. It’s a pretty big notch in the bedpost! I’ve had a really rich 
and varied career so far that’s spanned 10 years. To be here now is a really great point. 
 
“Running down alleys, chasing bad guys and conducting the police interviews where you 
get to say, ‘where were you on the night of…’, and showing off your detective badge, it’s 
great fun. 
 
“It is a boyhood dream to do this. I love it all. And it’s proven to be what audiences enjoy to 
watch. I think it’s exciting and I’m pleased to have the opportunity to say that - there are too 
many people out there talking about the difficulties with shooting schedules and budgets - I 
think it’s important for audiences to know what great fun is had and how rewarding it really 
is.” 
 
Celyn’s acting success, which includes roles in Law & Order: UK and Joe’s Palace, began 
at the age of 15 when he left his home in Anglesey, North Wales to study at the Manchester 
Youth Theatre. 
 
“I grew up on the docks of North West Wales, where my father was a merchant seaman so 
I thought that was what everybody did; either working at the docks or on the boats. My 
father developed health issues and was in and out of hospital, at that point I found acting 
and it became an outlet of expression - it was something that made sense to me.  As soon 
as I started it was a clear route and my family were really supportive. I was funded to go to 
the Manchester Youth Theatre where I met my wife, Kate Drew, who is also an actor. I then 
got a scholarship to go to the Oxford School of Drama and never looked back.” 
 
Celyn admits he’s not too dissimilar from his on screen counterpart, DS Paul Barolli.   
 
“It feels right playing a character that shares similarities and sensibilities to me and has a 
chance for growth within his character life. 
 
“Barolli has a very dry sense of humour. He often gets caught out with his humour, but 
sometimes he says the wrong thing because he thinks it’s funny. He tries to burst the 
bubble of tension within the team. Growing up on the docks I was surrounded by workers 
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who constantly wound each other up so I’ve always seen humour as really important. A lot 
of his character in that sense comes from me.   
 
“If Barolli wasn’t a detective he’d probably make a really good social worker or youth 
worker. He’s caring and feels for the troubled youth and those people who have made the 
wrong choices. There is a lot of that in me.”  
 
When Celyn isn’t acting he continues to keep busy running acting workshops for the youth. 
 
“It’s very important to me as an actor and as a citizen to give something back and the return 
I get from running the workshops is just as big as the giving. I think it’s important to invest in 
other people and the return of the investment is, as an artiste, a good thing as it builds my 
experience and repertoire and consciousness of the wider community. I’ve worked in 
Feltham Prison and I’ve gone into special needs schools with referral kids. I feel it really 
compliments my career.” 
 
Celyn observes that part of Barolli’s appeal is his ordinariness. 
 
“I love Barolli. He is the everyman within the team. He seems to be the one that the 
audience can really identify with because he’s the kind of guy that would live on your street 
or bump into in the local shop. He’s a very normal person in an extraordinary job. Even 
those I’ve spoken to who have worked in the police force, including our liaison on set, ex-
detective Cass Sutherland, have said to me, ‘I’ve worked with Barolli’. 
 
“One thing I love about Barolli is he never gets out of his tank top! He’s like a little old man. 
It’s an odd choice for a young man to make. Is it practical or eccentric? I don’t know, but I’m 
all for it. The idea came from Lynda; she very quickly said to me that she saw him in 
knitwear. I love that Barolli is part of the team but a very different colour.” 
 
Speaking about what’s in store for Barolli and the team in Deadly Intent Celyn says: “The 
story opens with a straightforward homicide. From that moment, unbeknownst to anybody, 
it unravels to this most extreme situation involving people never thought to be associated to 
this crime from a national to international level. As it unravels, the team are chasing to try 
and keep hold of it.  
 
“There are a lot of tensions within the team. Langton is now Chief Superintendent so has 
got a lot of responsibility elsewhere but can’t quite let go of this case. Lewis has the 
responsibility to lead the team but he’s struggling to do so because his wife is ill and 
Langton’s involvement makes it difficult for him to have full control. Travis has been 
promoted but continually has a very gung-ho attitude, charging off on her own detective 
trails, which winds up the team. Then there is Barolli. He’s very much exactly where he was 
last year rank-wise. He’s just doing his job, but he is sensitive to the team being pulled 
apart and that affects him.  
 
On why Above Suspicion is a hit with viewers, Celyn says:  “I think audiences love Above 
Suspicion because they can really be involved for three nights in a row with Lynda’s story. 
It’s so brave and shocking, and sometimes humorous, and sometimes tender. It’s really 
representative of life in that it has all those elements available. The characters are so strong 
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giving the audience people they can identify with, people they can fear, or admire, or be 
lead by. Nobody really gets off the hook. You don’t know if the team are going to solve the 
case or whether the bad guy is going to end up getting the upper hand and that’s something 
that makes it very gripping. It’s tense and it’s sticky; people want to stick with it right to the 
end. I’ve no doubt of its popularity.” 
 
After finishing filming for Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent Celyn has been busy on other 
projects. 
 
“As an artiste, an actor and a family man it’s important to keep moving and keep working. I 
love acting, but in the times I’m not, it’s great to be writing, doing workshops and a little bit 
of directing. There is a sitcom we did the pilot for and hopefully we are going to make a full 
length pilot episode for that in the next few months. When it starts my wife can be sure that 
I’ll be casting her in it! I’ve also directed a short film recently called Penpals. 
 
Celyn’s other credit’s include The Bill, Torchwood and Shackleton. 
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AMANDA LAWRENCE IS JOAN FAUKLAND 
 

Acclaimed stage and screen actress, Amanda Lawrence reveals the incident room is at the 
centre of the drama in Deadly Intent.   
 
“I’m thrilled to be back playing Joan Faukland in Deadly Intent. I’m very excited about this 
story because all the elements are brilliant and it’s more of a thriller this time around. For 
the first time the core of the drama comes into the incident room, and my character Joan is 
integral to the events. 
 
“I don’t want to spoil it for viewers but let’s just say I’m fascinated to see the events unfold 
on screen when the inside and outside of the incident room collide, and how the cause and 
effect will ricochet all the way through to the end of the story.  
 
“It’s bold writing from Lynda. I think it’s great for the drama to reach the incident room as all 
the action usually happens outside. Joan doesn’t get to go out, so it’s nice for my character 
to be involved. Within the events that take place, Joan makes quite a big mistake so is at 
the end of Langton’s very short fuse.  
 
“Lynda does a very good job of creating a real world where mistakes are made, as we see 
with Joan. All the characters have depth and within this story the tensions in the team are 
stretched. I hope the audience will feel empathy for her because her mistake is 
understandable and anyone could have done the same thing. 
 
“Langton’s fuse is getting shorter and shorter, particularly with the added pressures of being 
a superintendent. Joan looks up to him with respect, but he is a very difficult character and 
she often has to bear his fury. Her reaction is to accept it as she is traditional and accepts 
rank. 
 
Amanda observes her character Joan is feeling the pressures of her job more than ever 
before. 
 
“Joan’s job is laborious but she enjoys it and is proud of her role. She normally works as a 
double act with Barbara, but she is in Australia for this story. As a result Joan is on her own 
and she’s left with the weight of work on her shoulders. Joan suffers from being severely 
understaffed and although she’s methodical and gets the job done, she is constantly 
spinning plates and trying to prevent them from falling. 
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Although the essence of Joan’s character comes from her, Amanda admits there are few 
similarities between them.  
 
“Whenever I take on a role I always start from myself to create a character and then build 
on it. There’s a part of me in Joan when she’s excited, has a twinkle in her eye, is rolling her 
eyes, and in her sense of humour. Besides that, Joan and I are quite different. What we do 
share, however, is our work ethic. I work hard to get things right and so does Joan.  
 
“Joan is very particular. I imagine a back story for her where she goes home to her cat, and 
spends her spare time looking after her mother or watching an old movie. I’m sure she’d 
enjoy the Sound of Music sing-a-long! She does stick very much to a particular style and 
she’s often in browns and creams, but we’ve developed it a bit further this year with colour 
and added a bit of pink to her wardrobe. Joan’s style isn’t really me...she’s got a bit of a 
librarian quality but with a quirky twist! She’s a bit of a romantic and this comes out in her 
clothing because she likes frills and flowers. There is also a hardened side to Joan; she’s 
not a fool and knows the horrors of what man can do as she is working in the centre of it 
everyday in the incident room.”  
 
Amanda has a strong presence on stage and has recently been nominated for Best Actress 
in the London Evening Standard Theatre Awards 2010 for her roles in Jiggery Pokery and 
Henry VIII. 
 
Having finished filming for Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent, Amanda is back on stage again. 
She explains, “I’m now at the Young Vic doing workshops for a play called The Government 
Inspector by Gogol. Then I go into rehearsals for a new play at the National called 
Greenland about environmental change.”  
 
Amanda’s previous television credits include Little Dorrit, Womb and Tamara Drewe. Her 
theatre credits include Anne Boleyn, Gambling, and Brief Encounter. 
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RAY FEARON IS DCI SAM POWER 
 

Ex-Coronation Street actor Ray Fearon joins the investigation team in Above Suspicion: 
Deadly Intent, playing the charismatic DCI Sam Power from Drugs Squad. 
 
DCI Power is immediately taken with DI Anna Travis, and Ray admits he can understand 
why…  
 
Ray explains: “Power notices Travis straight away when she comes into the incident room, 
much in the same way any man would notice an attractive woman when they walk into a 
room. Travis is an attractive and strong woman. She knows that men fancy her and she 
knows how to play it to get the information she wants and reel them in. I think he admires 
her for that and I can definitely see where he is coming from as her character also appeals 
to me! 
 
“Soon after they meet, Travis asks Power out for a drink and he takes it completely the 
wrong way thinking it’s a date, but what she’s really after is information on the drug they’ve 
found called Fentanyl. Travis always saw it as part of the investigation; she didn’t give 
anything away! As soon as they get started on the case in hand he realises they work really 
well together and he likes the way she works.”  
 
When DCI Power first gets involved in the case, he makes a bold entrance and ruffles a few 
feathers, including DCS Langton’s.   
 
“Power is a Detective Chief Inspector in the drugs squad. A murder has taken place in a 
drug den and although it involves a drugs deal the drugs squad haven’t been contacted 
about it. Langton and his team have gone ahead pursuing the murder even though the 
suspect they have has actually been under surveillance for six months. As far as drugs 
squad are concerned, Langton’s team are about to blow a big undercover operation.  
 
“Power bursts into the incident room because he’s upset about the team trying to bust in on 
his operations. He then gets chased down the corridor by Langton who thinks he’s a 
trespasser at the station. Power is quite full on with Langton but he’s got a reason to be. He 
also has a lot of cards to play; he knows the drugs world and knows what’s going on. He’s 
got the suspect they need and evidence to back it up. He makes sure he has something to 
trade at all times.”  
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Fentanyl is a rare and lethal drug, nicknamed in Deadly Intent as ‘drop dead’. When the 
drug is linked to the investigation, DCS Langton and his team look to DCI Power for 
answers. 
 
“When they discover Fentanyl they don’t know what it is but Power does; he knows 
everything about it and that secures his place in the case. He’s armed with information and 
passionate about his work. 
 
“You just drop dead apparently. Why would someone take a drug that is so lethal? You 
often hear about new drugs that hit the streets. Even though they are lethal, users are 
always looking for a bigger buzz or the next big high. That’s what drug addiction is. Drugs 
lead from one to the next and the next – if you have an addition you are bound to meet one 
of these newer and more lethal concoctions and not even know what’s in them. It’s 
frightening.” 
 
Speaking about the appeal of his character and own personal experience Ray says: “What I 
like about DCI Sam Power is his feistiness, his confidence, his passion for the type of police 
work he does and that he’s his own boss. I think he’s so passionate because he probably 
grew up in the inner city, as I did, and has met people like those involved in the deal before. 
As a result, I think he’s now obsessed with bringing them down.  
 
“I’ve never considered being a police officer. But this comes from where and when I grew 
up. There are some very good elements of the police force today but as I was growing up 
the Metropolitan Police didn’t have a good reputation, particularly in the inner city. There 
were tensions between the black community and the police.  
 
“Growing up I wanted to be a tennis player. I became a high standard junior and did some 
touring, but then I found acting.”  
 
Ray Fearon in well known by soap enthusiasts for his previous role as Nathan Cooper in 
Coronation Street. 
 
“I was in Coronation Street for a long time and it was a great experience. I’m really happy 
with my career now because of the variety of roles I’ve been able to do. I haven’t 
considered going back into a soap, but if the role was good and I was available I’d never 
say never.  
 
“I love doing theatre. I’ve just been starring in a Donmar Warehouse showcase called 
Lower Ninth at Trafalgar Studios. I’ve also just filmed a movie in Germany called Beate 
Uhse alongside actress Franka Potente and an NBC film called Morlocks. 
 
Ray Fearon’s credits include Raw, Missing, Hamlet, Lulu and Jimi, Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone and Prime Suspect. 
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ROBBIE GEE IS SILAS ROACH 
 
Actor Robbie Gee is well known for the variety of roles he plays in television, film and 
comedy. He has credits to his name including ITV’s Law & Order:UK, movie blockbusters 
Underworld and Snatch, and popular sitcoms Desmonds and The Real McCoy. 
 
In Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent Robbie takes to the screen as bad-boy drug dealer Silas 
Roach, who becomes a suspect in the shooting of ex-detective Frank Brandon at the drugs 
squat.  
 
Robbie admits: “I was drawn to play the character because I thought Silas Roach was a 
nice and juicy baddie. He is your typical gun-shooting, drug smoking baddie. I’ve acted as 
quite a few baddies in my time and I love playing them.”  
 
Speaking about his character Robbie says: “Silas Roach has a track record with the police 
and is currently under surveillance by the drugs squad. During a big drugs deal he gets in a 
lot deeper than he intends to when it goes horribly wrong for him.  
 
“Silas Roach is the kind of character who has no plan. He sleeps with his gun in his hand. 
He never knows what might happen so his trigger finger is always at the ready. He lives for 
today. I can imagine that when he is flush with big wads of cash he invests it in another 
scheme or illegal deal.”  
 
Following the shooting of Frank Brandon, Silas Roach is brought in and questioned by 
Langton’s team and DCI Sam Power from Drugs Squad. 
 
“He doesn’t have any kind words for the police at all and is reluctant to talk when he’s 
brought into the station. He doesn’t trust the police or view them very highly and the less he 
has to do with them the better. You can’t be as bad as Silas Roach is and have any good 
feelings towards the police. The police are his worst enemy because they are restricting 
him from doing his day to day business. 
 
“Unfortunately I fear he is one of a few Silas Roaches that are out there in real life at the 
moment who are causing damage to a lot of people’s lives. He’s a very nasty character.  
 
“The deal Silas is caught up in concerns a drug called Fentanyl. Before filming began I’d 
never heard of it. When I had it described to me I was taken back about this kind of drug 
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being out there and what it can do. It’s a completely different world. It’s not the life most of 
us choose to lead so we’ve no knowledge of the drugs on the market that are under the 
radar. There are probably hundreds of them and they get worse and worse. 
 
“I think this story is very topical. I hope it’ll be very well received as with everything else 
Lynda produces when she puts pen to paper.” 
 
Robbie reveals he’s always been a fan of Lynda La Plante and previously starred in Prime 
Suspect on ITV. 
 
“Lynda La Plante’s reputation speaks for itself. She creates masterpieces so to be a part of 
Above Suspicion was great. I didn’t get to meet Lynda during filming, which was a shame 
because I’m a huge fan of her writing. She has written some classics. A favourite of mine is 
Above Suspicion; I’ve watched the past two series.  
 
“I’ve worked on a La Plante drama before. I appeared in the last Prime Suspect playing a 
DI. It’s good because in my acting career I’ve been fortunate enough to tap into both sides 
of good and bad. I found I could bring my experience of having done both to this role.”  
 
Since finishing Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent, Robbie has done a pilot for the BBC and is 
currently working on a script for a sitcom. 
 
“I’ve just finished a new pilot for a family sitcom called Rolling with the Roberts. It’s very 
funny so I hope it runs and there is a gaping whole in the market for sitcoms now. It stars 
Don Gilet and I play a character called Errol Roberts. I am also in the process of writing a 
sitcom, but I’ve got a long way to go! 
 
“I’m very lucky in that it’s a rarity to be offered such a wide range of acting roles. I enjoy the 
variety of characters and the challenge of flipping from comedy to drama to film.”  
 
Robbie’s credits include: The Bill; Eastenders; Murphy’s Law; Dream Team; Pirates of the 
Caribbean; Mean Machine; The Firm; Hush; and The Crouches.  
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JULIAN SANDS IS DAMIEN NOLAN 
 
Hollywood actor Julian Sands relished the opportunity to return to the UK screen to play the 
enigmatic Damien Nolan in Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent. 
 
“The last time I filmed in England was in 2006 for the BBC film The Haunted Airman by 
Dennis Wheatley and directed by Chris Durlacher. I played a doctor treating a young 
airman played by Robert Pattinson.  
 
“I have had many great opportunities in my career to work abroad, and although I have a 
house in Los Angeles, I also have a house in Kent. I’m English so of course I love being at 
home and filming here when the right project comes along.  
 
“I was pleased to take on a role in Deadly Intent. Lynda La Plante is synonymous with 
television integrity and fabulous drama. I have always loved the work of the director, Gillies 
MacKinnon, particularly Hideous Kinky (2006), which he shot with Kate Winslet in Morocco. 
Ciaran Hinds is an actor I’ve seen on stage and film and admired but never met. And Kelly 
is just glorious. The opportunity to work with any one of these four would have been enough 
for me to accept the role and indicate the quality of the drama.  
 
“I was also drawn to the drama because of the character I play, Damien Nolan. In Deadly 
Intent there are a sequence of murders and clearly a degree of financial and drug 
subterfuge setting up the plot. Various characters present themselves as persons of 
interest, and one of those is Damien. He is an academic, a specialist in bio-chemistry, a 
published author and an acknowledged expert. Damien has a very comfortable lifestyle and 
this too good to be true blond wife named Helga, who bakes the best cakes and makes the 
best jam - yet something just doesn’t feel right.  
 
“Damien has a restraint about what he reveals about himself. We know he’s smart and 
clever because the things he says are very witty and to the point, and yet almost 
deliberately throwing out ambivalence and nuance. I found this very interesting to play, but 
most appealing, and perhaps the most interesting part of his character, is the empathy he 
has with DI Anna Travis. Below the flirting there is a real sense of connection and for a 
slightly removed cerebral person to suddenly reveal themselves as someone who has an 
emotional core was really intriguing; it says a great deal about him as a person. 
 
“As the plot unfolds you meet Damien again and question, is he the killer? Is he the 
mastermind behind this devilish conspiracy or is he a victim of circumstances? Has he been 
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set up? Typically with a La Plante drama it’s a grey area as to his involvement and moral 
position. I found the whole piece rather interesting in its exploration of moral philosophy. 
Having gone into it because of Lynda, Gillies, Ciarán and Kelly I was met with no 
disappointment and I was thrilled on all accounts.” 
 
Julian stars in Deadly Intent alongside Danish actress, Benedikte Hansen, who plays his 
wife Helga in the drama.  
 
“It was lovely to work with Benedikte. My goodness, she’s a really talented actress and it’s 
brilliant to see that talent in a British drama.  
 
“The relationship between my character and Benedikte’s is something of an enigma in front 
of the detectives. Helga tries to present herself as a homemaker, happy in domestic and 
rural bliss, offering the detectives jam and scones. Damien is a mysterious character who 
arrives later making it clear Damien is hardly ever there. Between the couple is a coldness 
and he almost taunts her with some of the things he might say. You feel that whatever 
involvement there might have been between them, there have been make-shifts in their 
relationship and revelations to come.” 
 
Julian enjoyed filming scenes with Benedikte at a farm in rural Buckinghamshire that 
mirrors his home in Kent.   
 
“Our main location for filming the scenes with Damien and Helga were on a farm in the 
country. Where we filmed was actually very like my house in Kent and the farm was not un-
similar. There was something quite Pickwickian about the place and I liked that, it felt very 
comfortable.”  
 
After filming Deadly Intent, Julian accepted a role in the upcoming blockbuster The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo, directed by David Fincher and starring Daniel Craig. 
 
“I have been in Sweden filming The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. I play the young Henrik 
Vanger, appearing in the flashbacks of the present day Henrik, who is an old man and 
played by Christopher Plummer. During the filming I was playing alongside my own group 
of Vangers who are all younger incarnations of the Vanger family in the present day.  It was 
very interesting and a lovely opportunity to work with the director, David Fincher and really 
great actors. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Lisbeth Salander, is played by Rooney Mara 
and the main investigator, Mikael Blomkvist is Daniel Craig.” 
 
When Julian isn’t filming, he often resides in his second home in Los Angeles, or as a keen 
mountaineer, seeks adventure across the globe.  
 
“Los Angeles is my base camp and I love being there. It’s not so much the professional 
side of its convenience, what I love is the big sky and the proximity of the mountains, ocean 
and dessert. It’s a wonderful confluence of climates and landscapes. To have a home which 
is like a holiday home feels wonderfully irresponsible.   
 
“My hobby is mountaineering. When I finished filming Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent I went 
to Chamonix in France to climb Mont Blanc. I hit the mother of all storms that refused to 
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clear so eventually I headed up to the English Lake District instead. You can’t beat the 
English Lake District for a bit of scrambling and hiking! I plan to go to the Andes in 
December. The high mountains make a great trail.” 
 
Julian Sands can also be seen in American drama Smallville, in which he plays Superman’s 
father Jor-El.  His previous credits include, Golf in the Kingdom, Assisting Venue, Lipstick 
jungle, 24 and Ocean’s Thirteen. 
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Questions & Answers with… 
 

The Real Life Professionals, Marko Lens and Callum Sutherland 
 
Two stars in Above Suspicion: Deadly Intent don’t have an established background in 
acting, instead they are special advisors to Lynda La Plante and her production company 
La Plante Productions who have been given the unique opportunity to live out their real life 
professions on-screen.  
 
Marko Lens is a practising plastic and reconstructive surgeon with a clinic on Harley Street, 
London. In Deadly Intent he plays a surgeon performing those skills in front of the camera. 
Callum ‘Cass’ Sutherland is a retired Metropolitan Police detective and police advisor who 
features as ex-police detective Frank Brandon in the series.  
 
Here Marko and Callum give an insight into their work and what it was like to star in an ITV1 
primetime drama.  
 

Q & A with Marko Lens 
 
How did you get involved helping Lynda La Plante with Deadly Intent, and what 
research and advice did you provide? 
 
“I met Lynda at the charity dinner few years ago and we immediately became friends. I 
really loved her sense of humour, her energy and positivity.  
 
“When Lynda started to write her book Deadly Intent she called me and asked for some 
advice on the first chapter since it was about plastic surgery and changing the identity of 
one person by multiple surgical procedures. 
 
“I spent a significant amount of time with Lynda working on her first chapter. We wanted it to 
be as real as possible so it is clinically and scientifically reliable.” 
 
You play the surgeon in Deadly Intent, can you explain how we are introduced to this 
character and his involvement in the story? 
 
“The drama opens with a mystery patient visiting the surgeon’s small clinic in Mexico. He 
wants to completely change his look and be non-recognisable. The patient insists that the 
surgeon should use a drug called Fentanyl in high dose during the surgery. The surgeon 
hesitates in the first instance, but once paid significant amount of money he compromises. 
Multiple surgical procedures are then performed. The surgeon is very satisfied with his work 
seven days after the surgery. He then becomes the first victim to be killed when the 
Fentanyl is injected in his neck.” 
 
What surgical procedures do we see in Deadly Intent and how did you translate these 
on-screen? 
 
“What you see on screen is a careful preoperative assessment and the surgeon making all 
the necessary drawings on the patient. Eyelid surgery is then performed together with a full 
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face and neck lift. Extensive abdominal liposuction is performed to remove fat from the 
patient’s abdominal area. 
 
“It was translated on-screen using excellent make-up; the make-up artists did a great job to 
make it look real. I directed them and gave instructions, but I must say they did fantastic 
research before they met me so were well prepared.  
 
“We also used an impressive prosthetic face dummy. It looked incredibly real. Outstanding 
work. I think dummies liked these should be used in medical schools for training purposes.” 
 
This is your first acting role, what was it like working on a Lynda La Plante drama? 
 
“I enjoyed it very much; it was a great experience. The whole crew and cast were so friendly 
and the working atmosphere was great. Everyone was very professional and efficient.” 
 
What is more nerve-wracking, your first acting role for a primetime drama or 
performing a cosmetic operation? 
 
“They are so different! In real life when you perform surgery you have to use your 
knowledge and skills and once you start the surgery there is no going back. You can’t do it 
again in the same way you can when filming. Certainly in filming you don’t have the stress 
as in real surgery; nothing bad can actually happen. Instead you need to think about how to 
make it real and enjoy the experience of acting. It’s not easy for me as a real surgeon 
acting in this role!  
 
“I enjoyed working with the director, Gillies MacKinnon. However, he had to remind me 
many times that this is fiction and I had to adjust myself to his requests and fantasy of the 
film. 
 
“You practice as a real-life cosmetic surgeon, what experience do you have of the 
procedures we see on-screen? 
 
“I am a plastic and reconstructive surgeon by training. I am a fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England and I have a Master of Science degree from Harvard University and a 
PhD from Oxford University in the field of skin cancer. 
 
“The most common procedure I perform in my clinical practise is the eye lift (eyelid surgery 
to remove excess fat and skin). I also do face lifting. The reasons for requesting these 
procedures in my practise compared to those in the film. My patients want to look younger 
(surgery for anti-aging purposes) whilst in the film the patient wants to change his identity. I 
would never perform these surgeries for this purpose!” 
 
What is the most complex procedure you have had to perform in your career as 
cosmetic surgeon? 
 
“Probably the most complicated surgery would be reconstruction of the face following major 
injury or extensive skin cancer.” 
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Q & A with Callum ‘Cass’ Sutherland 
 
What is your background working with the police and when did you retire? 
 
“I joined the Metropolitan Police 1976 and spent 31 years in the force before retiring in 
2007. I was promoted to Sergeant in 1983. During that time as a Detective, I worked on 
Division dealing with Major Crime including murder, rape, serious assaults and fraud. With 
the formation of full time murder squads in 1990, I was attached to South East London 
Murder Investigation Team (MIT). I decided to specialise in Crime Scene Investigation work 
and in 1996 became CSI for the murder squad covering South London. 
 
“I also joined the UK Forensic Science Society and am the current Vice President. 
Attending their conferences allowed me to gain not only invaluable knowledge but to 
network and meet scientists with expertise in different disciplines.   
 
How did you become involved with La Plante Productions, and working with writer 
Lynda La Plante? 
 
“I was approached by a forensic scientist who was advising La Plante Productions while I 
was still with the police. La Plante also needed advice on murder investigations, the role of 
the detective and the CSI for the series 'Trial and Retribution'. 
 
“I had watched Lynda's shows, most notably Prime Suspect, and liked the fact that her 
police characters and their emotions are real. Lynda is passionate about research and 
'getting it right' and I was encouraged by the fact that not only was she interested in my 
input but how my role as a Detective and CSI had affected not only myself and my 
colleagues, but the families who had lost a loved one. 
 
“After retiring from the police, I was still an advisor for La Plante and took on the full time 
role as a researcher. I saw the role as a new challenge and an opportunity to utilise all I had 
seen and learnt in the police force. I often take producers, directors and actors to meet 
working Detectives as it is good for both parties to hear each others' views on reality versus 
drama.” 
 
What input have you had on the writing and filming of Deadly Intent? 
 
“As a researcher for Lynda I’ve been involved in the writing of her books. Therefore, my 
input for Deadly Intent was already on paper so to speak! My role on Deadly Intent was look 
at the detective/CSI/crime scene and forensic writing in the script, advise on terminology 
and liaise with the art and costume department before and during production. 
 
During filming I was primarily on set during police, crime scene, pathology and lab scenes. I 
find it very rewarding when the actors ask me how I would react in a certain situation. It’s 
nice they are interested in what I used to do for a living and value my opinion. 
 
Have you drawn on your past experience working for the police in the development 
and filming of Deadly Intent?  
 
“Yes. I always look at the script and compare it with things that actually happened when I 
worked on the force and how we investigated a similar case scenario.  
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“In Deadly Intent the team think only two shots have been fired at the drugs squat, but 
Travis (Kelly Reilly) uncovers the fact there were actually three shots. The problem was 
how to hide three shots initially…A revolver was chosen as it doesn't eject cartridges and 
it’s often hard to know exactly how many shots are fired or where they’ve gone. Also in my 
experience I have known things to be missed at a crime scene because they’ve been 
hidden behind the entry door. As officers go in and out, the door may only be closed when 
the last person leaves the scene at the end of the day. Therefore, what lies behind the door 
can be initially missed. In the story, the blood distribution caused by the shootings was not 
glaringly obvious, but the scientist thinks a void was created by an object, possibly human. 
This causes Travis to go back to the crime scene and find the third bullet.”  
 
You play ex-detective Frank Brandon in Deadly Intent, can you explain how we are 
introduced to this character and his involvement in the story? 
 
“When DCS Langton (Ciarán Hinds) goes to the crime scene he recognises Frank's body 
because he used to work with him. Frank was a police officer who sometimes crossed the 
line but never got caught. He retired on ill health before he was pushed and went to work as 
a chauffeur for a company run by Danny Petrozzo, who used the business as a front for 
drug dealing. Frank is involved with Danny’s dealings, which then lead to him being shot at 
the drugs squat.” 
 
What was it like acting on-screen in this role?  
 
“It was good fun! I could say I just played myself, but I would hasten to add that when I was 
a serving officer I never crossed the line! It wasn’t my first time, I have been lucky enough 
to have a few cameo roles in dramas.  
 
“I found the hardest part was actually lying on a hard floor for a long time covered in fake 
blood and trying to hold my breath and not move an inch!” 
 
What is your relationship like with Lynda and the cast and did they give you acting 
advice before filming began?  
 
“I like to think that we get on well and there is a mutual respect. I have learned a lot about 
television drama as an advisor but even more so in the last few years as Lynda's 
researcher. I feel that I now have a good understanding of how she writes, what she likes, 
dislikes and her sense of humour. Lynda is always willing to listen to my input and I am 
flattered when she uses some of my experiences or ideas in a storyline. It is her feedback 
which I value most, never discouraging but always positive. Lynda has even encouraged 
me to put pen to paper and I’m now in the process of putting an idea together for a crime 
drama.  
 
“In terms of acting advice, Ciaran Hinds said ‘don't give up your day job!’ Of course he was 
joking!” 
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SYNOPSIS 
 

ABOVE SUSPICION: DEADLY INTENT 
by Lynda La Plante & Noel Farragher 

 
 
Episode One 
 
DI Anna Travis (Kelly Reilly) is back after her promotion, reunited with DCS James Langton 
(Ciarán Hinds) and DCI Mike Lewis (Shaun Dingwall), who is also promoted to head up his 
first murder case, a fatal shooting in a notorious drug dealer’s squat. The victim is Frank 
Brandon (Callum Sutherland), disgraced ex-police officer and friend of Langton’s. The team 
discover that Frank has recently married Julia Larson (Stine Stengade), a glamorous, 
wealthy woman, after working as her driver. It’s an incongruous set-up, and Travis digs 
deeper into the not-so-grieving widow’s story.  
 
Travis pays a visit to an eyewitness from a neighbouring flat, Mrs Webster (Marjorie Yates). 
She’s clear she heard three shots, but it is her autistic son, Jeremy (Geoffrey Streatfeild) 
who holds the key information. Under gentle but tenacious questioning, he reveals that he 
has written down every car parked on the estate on the night of the shooting. 
 
The murder team are under the spotlight on this case, the press love a story about a bent 
copper and are all over it. DCI Lewis is feeling the pressure and in his eagerness to be 
seen to wrap the case up quickly, cracks are beginning to show. When Travis raises the 
possibility of a third shot being fired, Lewis dismisses it out of hand. Meanwhile, forensic 
evidence indicates that a second person was with Frank when he was killed. Another 
junkie? Someone who went there with him? Either way, they’re a witness.  
 
Travis questions Frank’s widow, Julia. Though she is evasive and truculent, under pressure 
Julia hands over information on Frank’s boss at the chauffeuring company, Danny Petrozzo 
(Enzo Squillino). While Julia is out of the room, Travis noses around, finding a photograph 
of her son with an older man, his hand attempting to block the camera. Clearly rattled by 
Travis’s discovery, Julia eventually admits that this man is her ex-husband, Anthony 
Collingwood.  
 
The list of cars from Jeremy provides a breakthrough including a 4x4 registered to Danny 
Petrozzo and a van belonging to a small-time thief and drug-user, Eddie Court (Ashley 
George). Forensics come through with two leads; a print match at the squat for a notorious 
drug dealer – Silas Roach (Robbie Gee) – and traces of a rare and dangerous narcotic, 
Fentanyl. Striking out on her own, Travis returns to the squat and finds the third bullet, 
something the forensic officers had missed.  
 
Under questioning, a scared Eddie Court admits he went to the squat to score his usual 
supply. Only this time Silas Roach was there as well as Danny Petrozzo, Silas’s brutal 
reputation making Eddie nervous. On his way out, he met Frank Brandon approaching, 
accompanied by someone very tall – “a proper lurch”. After hearing the shots, Eddie saw 
Silas fleeing, and then Danny helping this mystery tall man to his car. Julia visits her 
financial advisor and friend David Rushton (Andrew Woodall). She’s convinced she’s being 
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followed and is terrified, with every passer-by seeming like a threat to her. Though he is 
warned to be careful too, Rushton dismisses her fears as mere paranoia.  
 
Silas Roach is arrested and brought in a by a furious DCI Sam Power (Ray Fearon) from 
the drug squad. He’s livid because his whole operation has been trailing Silas and his 
network of squats, yet at no time did anyone from the murder team stop to pick up the 
phone. Silas had the gun still on him when he was picked up, however, he is terse and 
intimidating under questioning, refusing to co-operate – it’s going to be a long process 
getting anything out of him.  
 
Travis researches Fentanyl, and is horrified at her findings. With the street name of Drop 
Dead, it’s been responsible for the deaths of hundreds of users across inner city America. If 
someone is now planning to deal it in the UK, the consequences will be deadly.  
 
During a tense briefing, when Travis’s findings are interpreted by Lewis as undermining his 
authority, an anonymous tip-off comes through – Danny Petrozzo’s 4x4 has been found. 
Dispatched to work it together by Langton, Lewis and Travis open it up – to discover 
Petrozzo’s dead body inside. 
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Episode Two 
 
Pathology report on Petrozzo shows he died from a massive Fentanyl overdose, forcibly 
injected at the back of his neck. Attempting to piece the trail together, Travis (Kelly Reilly) 
discovers a stash of fentanyl worth £30M was stolen from a lab in Miami 18 months ago. 
Langton (Ciarán Hinds) isn’t so sure there’s a connection. Joan (Amanda Lawrence) shows 
Travis the last entry in Petrozzo’s diary, the word ‘Godot’. With its meaning ambiguous, 
Travis follows her hunch investigating Julia’s ex-husband, Anthony Collingwood. In her 
searching, that name throws up a link to the FBI’s Most Wanted website, and a Alexander 
Fitzpatrick in particular, wanted for narcotic distribution, considered extremely dangerous 
and using Anthony Collingwood as an alias. Could it be the same man? Is he back in the 
country and involved somehow? 
 
Silas Roach (Robbie Gee) is confronted with the death of his friend Danny Petrozzo, and it 
is just the trigger the police needed. Finally he reveals his side of the story of the night of 
the shooting, how Danny had set up a big deal involving ‘Drop Dead’, and was bringing in a 
third party as supplier. When ex-copper Frank Brandon knocked at the door, Silas thought it 
was a set-up and panicked, shooting him before fleeing.  
 
Forensics on Petrozzo’s car find blood on the backseat and a print on the tailgate, the print 
matched to a Julius D’Anton (James Clyde). DCI Sam Power (Ray Fearon) knows the 
name, but dismisses his ability to be involved in killing Petrozzo, he’s small time, bit of 
possession that’s all. Power fills Travis in with more details about druglord Alexander 
Fitzpatrick, one of the most wanted men in the world. Powerful and virtually untouchable, 
operating under numerous aliases, he has eluded arrest for 20 years and there haven’t 
even been any sightings of him. As a favour to Travis, Power says he’ll call a friend of his at 
the FBI. Travis tentatively shares her findings with Langton, who has heard of Fitzpatrick, 
his reputation precedes him, and despite his initial reservations, he admits he has some 
time for it, and they both pay another visit to Julia (Stine Stengade). When they arrive, two 
thugs brush past them on the way out. Inside, they discover Julia has clearly been 
assaulted, but she insists she fell down the stairs. Travis is convinced the mugshot of 
Fitzpatrick is the same man she saw in the photo at Julia’s flat, a photo Julia now claims to 
no longer have and she denies that her ex-husband had anything to do with the drug trade, 
they have the wrong man.  
 
An address registered to Julius D’Anton is found and Travis and Barolli visit his wife, Sadie 
(Tilly Blackwood). She wearily explains that she hasn’t seen ‘Jules’ for weeks. Nothing 
unusual in that though, he’s always gadding after some money raising scheme or other, 
dabbling in antiques usually. Travis picks up a flyer for an antiques fair that Julius went to, 
at Bourne End in Buckinghamshire. After they’ve gone, Sadie slides back the door to the 
toilet, to reveal Julius has been hiding there the whole time.  
 
Travis tells Langton that Julia has a sister near Bourne End, where D’Anton visited recently. 
Coincidence? Langton doesn’t think so and they drive out there. They find Helga (Benedikte 
Hansen) is the complete opposite of her younger sister, a jolly woman living the bumptious 
Good Life on the farm, baking scones and feeding chickens. She freely talks of how she 
and Julia are sisters by name only, that they see life very differently. She knew nothing of 
Frank Brandon, but remembers how Anthony Collingwood lavished the life of luxury on her, 
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laughing off any connection to Alexander Fitzpatrick. Travis makes an excuse to leave the 
room and noses her way into a study. While she is looking at a photograph of a small 
single-engine plane bearing the registration mark G-ODOT, she is startled by a man’s voice 
behind her and drops the frame, smashing it. The man is Professor Damian Nolan (Julian 
Sands), Helga’s husband. For a moment, Travis is speechless, wondering if this could 
possibly be Fitzpatrick, but putting it down to her current obsession with the man. Despite 
the ‘perfect couple’ act, Travis’s detective nose sniffs something suspicious in this rural 
idyll.  
 
Back at the station, Power has come good through his FBI contact. A year ago, Fitzpatrick 
was breathalysed in Miami, the local uniform unaware who he really was. Though he fled 
the scene, his saliva was kept and a DNA profile drawn up. Not only does it prove he’s still 
alive, but if it matches the blood in Petrozzo’s car then it would mean he’s involved, just as 
Travis’s hunch suggests. Energised by the findings, a drunk Langton makes a subtle pass 
at Travis, but the awkward moment is interrupted by another development – David Rushton 
(Andrew Woodall), Julia’s advisor, has been found murdered in his office.  
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Episode Three 
 
Forensics comb David Rushton’s office – he was found as Danny Petrozzo was, with a 
fentanyl patch stuck over his mouth and a massive overdose injected. Travis notices that a 
CCTV camera in his office has been deliberately turned to face the wall, and the footage is 
sent for Barolli (Celyn Jones) to analyse. With Rushton dead, Julia (Stine Stengade) is 
formally questioned. When asked about her life with Anthony Collingwood, she confirms 
Helga’s story of having led a first class life at every turn. Even since the divorce, she has 
everything she could wish for. However, when Langton (Ciarán Hinds) tells her the news of 
Rushton’s death, it breaks her. Langton points out that with now three dead, and her 
obvious involvement in all of it somehow, she might be next.  
 
Lewis (Shaun Dingwall) is forced to tell Langton that his private situation is affecting his 
work. His wife’s cancer has aggressively returned, and he’s not coping well. A 
compassionate Langton sends him home, that’s his priority. The CCTV from Rushton’s 
office has captured a glimpse of the intruder’s face. But no more than that. Tech support 
are tasked with enhancing the image – could it be Fitzpatrick? 
 
Julia confesses, she did see Anthony a year ago, the marriage to Brandon was all a front to 
obtain new identities. However Anthony was very controlling, Helga (Benedikte Hansen) her 
sister too, always issuing orders, and she became sick of being told what to do. So she 
resolved with Rushton to steal Anthony’s money and put it all in her name. Though 
disgusted by her attitude, Langton lets her go, to Travis’s surprise. With suitcase packed 
and driving to collect her son from school, Julia is run off the road by the thugs who 
assaulted her earlier. Losing control of the car, Julia is killed.  
 
With Fitzpatrick’s DNA profile through from the FBI, forensics match it to the blood in the 
car, and the traces on the third bullet. So Travis has been right all along, not only is 
Fitzpatrick alive and in the UK, but he was the man with Frank Brandon the night of the 
shooting – and was evidently wounded…. 
 



 
ABOVE SUSPICION: DEADLY INTENT 
 

38 

CAST CREDITS 
 

 

DI Anna Travis................................................................................................Kelly Reilly 

DCS James Langton ...................................................................................Ciarán Hinds 

DCI Mike Lewis....................................................................................... Shaun Dingwall 
DS Paul Barolli .............................................................................................Celyn Jones 

Joan Faukland................................................................................... Amanda Lawrence 

 

Guest Cast 
 

DCI Sam Power..............................................................................................Ray Fearon 

Silas Roach ................................................................................................... Robbie Gee 

Helga Nolan........................................................................................ Benedikte Hansen 

Damian Nolan..............................................................................................Julian Sands  

Julia Larson ............................................................................................. Stine Stengade 

Sadie D’Anton ........................................................................................Tilly Blackwood 

Marshall.....................................................................................................Richard Brake 

Pete Jenkins.......................................................................................... Richard Clothier 
Julias D’Anton ............................................................................................. James Clyde 

Eddie Court ..............................................................................................Ashley George 
Veronica Malins........................................................................... Thusitha Jayasundera 

Surgeon......................................................................................................... Marko Lens 

Joshua White...............................................................................................Kirris Riviere 

Faber.............................................................................................................. Kim Romer 
Danny Petrozzo........................................................................................ Enzo Squillino 
Jeremy Webster ...............................................................................Geoffrey Streatfeild 

Frank Brandon........................................................................Callum ‘Cass’ Sutherland 

Andrej .........................................................................................................Aliash Tepina 

Connie Short ............................................................................................. Natalie Walter 
David Rushton.......................................................................................Andrew Woodall 
Mrs Webster ..............................................................................................Marjorie Yates 



 
ABOVE SUSPICION: DEADLY INTENT 
 

39 

PRODUCTION CREDITS 
 

Creator & Executive Producer ................................................................Lynda La Plante 

Executive Producer ..................................................................................... Liz Thorburn 

Producer......................................................................................................Hugh Warren 

Director................................................................................................Gillies Mackinnon 

Writer......................................................................................................Lynda La Plante 

Writer........................................................................................................Noel Farragher 
Line Producer ........................................................................................ Leila Kirkpatrick 

Production Designer ......................................................................................... Ian Fisher 

Director Of Photography....................................................................... Nigel Willoughby 

Costume Designer...................................................................................Lucinda Wright 
Make-Up Designer................................................................................Catherine Scoble 

Composer.................................................................................................... Anne Dudley 

Location Manager....................................................................................Nicholas Leslie 

Sound Mixer .......................................................................................... Andrew Sissons 

Casting Director.............................................................................................. Sam Jones 

Editor ............................................................................................................. Anne Sopel 

Sfx Co-Ordinator......................................................................................Neal Champion 

Stunt Co-Ordinator .................................................................................... Gary Connery 

 
 
 
  
 


