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Big cheese of
film and TV
past 12 years, said he didn’t need to look
far from home for some of the locations in
the new crime drama.
“We filmed all the interior police
station scenes in the Munster Centre in
Fulham and we used a couple of other
locations along Munster Road, including
a clothing store,” he said.
“It was good for me, because I just live
nearby. The cynical ones among the crew
might say that I got to stay in bed a bit
caroline butcher
longer!”
Above Suspicion is an adaptation of
He’s just called a wrap on a hectic
London film shoot and is jetting off to Lynda La Plante’s best-selling novel, the
Portugal for a weekend’s filming – for
Jolyon Symonds it’s a far cry from the
days of making cheeseburger runs for
celebrities.
The Hammersmith television and film
producer was putting the finishing touches
to a new Lynda La Plante ITV production
My first job on set was
Above Suspicion when he talked to
h&f news.
to drive to Slough to buy
Having completed the final day’s
shooting in London, Jolyon was on his
Matt Dillon a cheeseburger
way to the production’s wrap party and
preparing to fly to a set near Lisbon the first in a series of five books. Both Jolyon
following day, where he would replicate and director Chris Menaul worked with
the Costa del Sol for a further two days’ La Plante on the script development.
filming. He said the 80-strong cast and
“There seems to be a limitless appetite
crew would have much to celebrate.
for these sorts of stories, but we need to
“We’re all proud of what we’ve keep it fresh for the audience,” he said.
achieved, but it’s been very intense,”
The two-part drama introduces heroine
he said. “You have four weeks to shoot Det Con Anna Travis, played by Kelly
what is effectively a film. It’s a very Reilly, a young and ambitious police
tight schedule and we’re trying to make officer who has just been assigned her first
something better than the norm.”
murder case. Ciaran Hinds also stars as her
Jolyon, 41, who has lived in volatile boss, Det Ch Insp Langton.
Hammersmith and Brook Green for the
“Both Kelly and Ciaran were our first

u He once had to buy a
burger for a Hollywood star
but now Jolyon is making
top television productions
u Lynda La Plante drama
filmed around the borough

“

BURGER KING: Jolyon Symonds has been filming a Lynda La Plante TV
production in H&F – his home borough
PICTURE BY leigh quinnell

How can we help?
ABINGER STONE SOLICITORS
Suite 29, London House
271-273 King Street
London W6 9LZ
Tel: 0203 371 7756
www.abingerstone.com

We are located on King Street W4, close to Ravenscourt
Park Tube Station. We specialise in litigation.
We can help individuals and companies in relation to the
following matters;
BUILDING DISPUTES – we work closely with surveyors on
such matters.
ACCIDENTS AT WORK – if you have been injured at work
in the last 3 years, you may be able to claim compensation
for your injuries.
PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE - if you have suffered loss
we can advise you on your position.
CONTRACTUAL DISPUTES - we advise both individuals
and companies.
CONTESTED PROBATE – we can assist you in this complex
area of the law.

MYERS, EBNER & DEANER SOLICITORS
103 Shepherds Bush Road
London W6 7 LP
Tel: 0207 605 0500
info@medlawuk.co.uk

We are a long-established and friendly firm on
Shepherds Bush Road close to Brook Green, W6.
For advice on the following, please contact us;
IF YOU NEED A WILL prepared we offer expert advice at a
reasonable price. We can advise also on administration of
Estates and general Probate matters.
WE CAN ASSIST YOU WITH BUSINESS MATTERS
including shareholder agreements, partnerships, debt
collection and commercial leases.
WE CAN HELP YOU OBTAIN COMPENSATION if you
have been injured in a road accident, by tripping over on
a defective pavement or if you have been assaulted by
another person.
OUR PROPERTY DEPARTMENT can offer a personal
service in relation to buying and selling freehold or
leasehold property.

choices,” Jolyon said. “We’d seen Kelly
onstage and she is a very distinctive and
unusual actress – quite magnetic.”
Jolyon first caught the film bug 17
years ago, turning down a place reading
law at university to begin work as an art
department assistant on the set of A Kiss
Before Dying.
“We were filming at Pinewood Studios
and I remember that my first job was to
drive to Slough to buy Matt Dillon a
cheeseburger,” he said.
Next he worked as French director
Louis Malle’s assistant on the film Damage
before embarking on his own short film
projects. He then settled into his current
role as a producer, working on German
film Harald in 1997, The Last Yellow in
1999 and UK comedy Kevin and Perry Go
Large in 2000. His television productions
have included controversial docu-drama
on Prince Charles and Camilla’s story
Whatever Love Means, five episodes of
BBC drama Hustle and eight episodes this
year of Lynda La Plante’s ITV crime series
Trial and Retribution.
Jolyon said he had dipped into his home
borough several times while scouting
for set locations and had filmed several
scenes around Hammersmith for Trial and
Retribution. “My aim is always to make
London look cinematic,” he said. “I want
to film on Hammersmith Bridge one day –
it’s my favourite bridge in London.”
l Above Suspicion is due to air on ITV
in early November and the next three
episodes of Trial and Retribution – Siren,
Shooter and Ghost Train – will screen in
January.
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