
 
                    

Artificial Eye presents 
 

LIFE DURING 
WARTIME  

 

Directed by Todd Solondz 
 

 
 

Starring 
Shirley Henderson, Ciarán Hinds, Allison Janney, 

Michael Lerner, Chris Marquette … 
 

USA, 2009, 96 minutes, 35MM & DCP (Digital Cinema Presentation), 1.85:1 Academy Flat, 8,700/feet, Colour, 6 
reels, Dolby Digital, English 

Copyright notice: ©2009 Boca Raton Films, LLC 

UK RELEASE DATE:  23 APRIL 2010 
 
 

An Artificial Eye Release 
 

Images will be available on image.net 
 

For further information please contact: press@artificial-eye.com 

Artificial Eye Film Company, 20 - 22 Stukeley Street London WC2B 5LR 



LIFE DURING WARTIME 
 

 1 

CREW 
 

Directed and written by   Todd Solondz  

Produced by    Christine Kunewa Walker  
     Derrick Tseng 

Executive Produced by  Elizabeth Redleaf   

Director of Photography  Ed Lachman, A.S.C.   
Editor     Kevin Messman 

  Production Designer   Roshelle Berliner 

  Costume Designer   Catherine George 

  Music Supervisor   Doug Bernheim 

  Executive Producer   Mike S. Ryan 

  Casting Director   Gayle Keller   

  Production Company   Werc Werk Works 
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CAST 

 

   Shirley Henderson   Joy 

   Ciarán Hinds    Bill 

Allison Janney    Trish 

   Micheal Lerner   Harvey 

   Chris Marquette   Billy 

Rich Pecci     Mark     

Charlotte Rampling      Jacqueline     

Paul Reubens        Andy     

Ally Sheedy     Helen     

 Dylan Riley Snyder      Timmy 

Renée Taylor     Mona   

Michael Kenneth Williams  Allen    
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     LOGLINE 
 
Friends, family, and lovers struggle to find love, forgiveness, and meaning in an 

unpredictable and volatile world riddled with comedy and pathos. 

 
 

SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 

 

In writer and director Todd Solondz’s part sequel/part variation on his acclaimed 

film HAPPINESS, three sisters and the people they love struggle to find their 

places in an unpredictable and volatile world where the past haunts the present 

and imperils the future. The question of forgiveness and its limits threads 

throughout a series of intersecting love stories, offering clarity and, perhaps, 

alternatives to the comforts of forgetting.  

 

LONG SYNOPSIS 
 

In writer and director Todd Solondz’s part sequel/part variation on his acclaimed 

film HAPPINESS, three sisters and the people they love struggle to find their 

places in an unpredictable and volatile world where the past haunts the present 

and imperils the future. 

 

The question of forgiveness and its limits threads throughout a series of 

intersecting love stories, offering clarity and, perhaps, alternatives to the comforts 

of forgetting. Ten years have passed since a series of shocking and catastrophic 

revelations shattered the world of the Jordan family. Now, ghosts circle and loom, 

trouble and console as Joy (Shirley Henderson) discovers her husband Allen 

(Michael Kenneth Williams) is not quite cured of his peculiar “affliction” and runs 

away to seek solace and guidance from her mother and sisters. She is pursued 

by visions of her former suitor Andy (Paul Reubens), now deceased, who 

nonetheless continues his efforts to win her heart.  
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Joy’s family members are each embroiled in their own unique dilemmas. Her 

sister Trish (Allison Janney) is rebuilding a life with her children after learning her 

psychiatrist husband was abusing young boys. She meets Harvey (Michael 

Lerner), a lonely divorced man on the cusp of retirement, and hopes that a new 

male presence 

 in the house will bring stability to her fragile family. Helen (Ally Sheedy), the third 

sister, feels victimized by both her family and her Hollywood success, while their 

mother Mona (Renée Taylor) can’t let go of her bitterness about men. 

 

Meanwhile, Harvey’s son Mark (Rich Pecci) struggles with social isolation and 

profound pessimism. Bill (Ciáran Hinds), Trish’s former husband, has just been 

released from prison and is on a quest to reconnect with his older son Billy (Chris 

Marquette), but not before finding a moment of comfort with Jacqueline 

(Charlotte Rampling), a needy woman who forgoes caution in her desperate 

search for love. And Trish and Bill’s younger son Timmy (Dylan Riley Snyder) 

faces the transition to manhood by attempting to make sense of newfound 

revelations about his childhood. 

 

As these characters and storylines dovetail, expand and collide, they create an 

emotionally resonant portrait of prisoners of love and life. Alternately hilarious 

and tragic, outrageous and poignant, LIFE DURING WARTIME is an audacious 

comedy with unexpected resonance.  
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR 
 

Todd Solondz was born in Newark, New Jersey, and grew up in the suburbs. In 

1996 WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE, a feature he produced, wrote, and 

directed, won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival, as well as the 

CICAE Award at the Berlin Film Festival, an Independent Spirit Award and a 

special citation from the National Board of Review. In 1998 HAPPINESS, which 

he wrote and directed, won the International Critics Prize at the Cannes Film 

Festival, and was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay. It 

was also honored by the National Board of Review with an award for Best Acting 

Ensemble. His next film, STORYTELLING, premiered at the 2001 Cannes Film 

Festival, and was named one of the “10 best films of the year” by The New York 

Times. The Los Angeles Times called it “a virtuoso work in every aspect.” 

PALINDROMES premiered in competition at the 2004 Venice Film Festival, as 

well as at that year’s Telluride, New York and Toronto Film Festivals. Solondz’s 

latest film, LIFE DURING WARTIME, was selected in Competition at the 2009 

Venice Film Festival. 

 

 

 
TODD SOLONDZ 

Filmography  

 

2009             LIFE DURING WARTIME - Director, Writer 

2004  PALINDROMES - Director, Writer 

2001  STORYTELLING - Director, Writer 

1998  HAPPINESS - Director, Writer 

1995  WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE - Director, Writer, Producer 

  
 


