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Written and directed by Mark O'Rowe, 'Our Few and Evil Days' is set in an elegant sitting 
room leading into a kitchen, while a view through French windows shows us the hall. 

This sitting room is also a bedroom where one of the key characters, Margaret (Sinead 
Cusack), has spent every night on the pull-out couch for the last 20 years. Margaret, the 
essence of polite middle class, is married to Michael (Ciaran Hinds), a salty old Dublin 
character happy enough to raise his fists if slightly provoked. 

After an intimate wordless prologue, it is evening and Michael answers the front door to 
Dennis (Tom Vaughan-Lawlor), a pleasant mature student who is seeing their 30-year-old 
daughter Adele (Charlie Murphy). He is here for the first dinner with his girlfriend and her 
parents, but he arrives alone. Their friendly chitchat ends abruptly when Dennis asks about an 
absent family member, their son Jonathan. We never hear the couple respond - O'Rowe 
brilliantly judges staccato scene endings that leave you holding your breath. 

We return with dinner in full flow and Adele sitting among them, they're a close family, 
sharing a dry observational humour. But nothing is quite what it seems and this is a family 
with more than one secret - and some of their biggest secrets are from each other. 

With its intersecting naturalistic dialogue, this is beautifully crafted and tricky to perform. 
Suddenly, the plot takes turns so dangerously sharp you don't know if it can ever recover. 

But it is a testament to both the extraordinary writing and performances that such outlandish 
twists don't upend it. Vaughan-Lawlor, Cusack and Hinds so completely inhabit their 
characters that you believe the almost unbelievable. 

What O'Rowe has done so wonderfully is reveal the horrific extraordinary just beneath the 
surface of the seemingly very ordinary. This is a brave show for the Abbey to present, but that 
is what our national theatre is for, to lead the way with such original contemporary Irish 
theatre. 

 


