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Behind the Scenes
Message from our Regional Coordinators

They say it takes a village: in the case of JASNA-NY – it takes a couple of dozen people working very hard to bring off the 
extraordinary roster of programs we have been able to offer to members, potential members, and the general public during the 
past year.
   
The Programs:  The abundant resources of our city are no secret, but a team of resourceful people needs to initiate ideas and 
follow through on making connections with people and places to turn the ideas into actual events. Gene Gill and Elsa Solender 
are two of our “idea people.”  Both are past Greater New York Regional Coordinators (RCs). Elsa was national President for four 
years, and Gene ran the very successful 2003 AGM in England after serving as national Vice President for Conferences. We are 
lucky, as well, to have the continued dedication of Barbara Hellering, another past RC and national Vice President, especially 
for our thriving Book Discussion Group.

Finding a Venue:  We seek charming surroundings for our meetings, but we don’t want to have to charge too much for them: a 
real challenge in New York.  We work hard at finding the “right” space and the “right” price.  Sometimes we succeed, 
sometimes, maybe not.  Building on the database provided to us by the previous RCs, we check out many potential sites, but 
there are always surprises, both good and bad.  For instance, we loved the House of the Redeemer, where last September’s 
meeting was held, but didn’t know that the halls, which were so beautiful when we saw them, were going to be taped up for a 
film shoot.  Imagine our chagrin when we walked in on that scene on that particular afternoon!  

What to Serve at the Events?  We were lucky enough to have Shirley Safran volunteer to continue managing catering when we 
became co-regional coordinators. She had almost 10 years of experience, so we accepted gratefully.  During our focus groups 
last spring, many people commented that the meetings were too expensive, so to cut costs at our first meeting, we served only 
desserts.  Shirley didn’t think it was a very good idea, but she went along with it.  She was right!  We heard lots of complaints 
about excess sugar.  At the next meeting, we served cheese and crackers instead, but preparations were very labor-intensive.  
For our March meeting, we had no choice: The beautiful Liederkranz Club allows only food provided by their own caterer.  
Shirley was invaluable in negotiating with the caterers — and the refreshments were delicious.

There are catering surprises sometimes, too.  Those who attended the screening of Persuasion at Cooper Union enjoyed wine 
and tidbits before the film and panel discussion.  When we planned the event with Penguin Classics, they said that they would 
like to have a wine reception before the movie.  We naively assumed that they would make it happen.  Imagine our surprise, 
after the invitations went out, when they said that they were willing to finance the refreshments, but we were in charge of 
procuring and arranging them.  And then imagine our surprise, again, when some 400 people registered for the event.  To their 
credit and our relief, Shirley and Jerry met the challenge in fine style.

New Members:  The recent JA movies and the “Masterpiece” productions have increased JASNA’s membership rolls.  Joyce 
Melito — yet another former RC who continues working for our region — and her Membership Committee teammates, Doris 
Master and June Shapiro, call or email all new members and invite them to a brunch held before each regional meeting.  This 
custom began at the Cape May conference with a pre-conference dinner.  The new members felt so comfortable with each 
other that some of our long-time members actually felt left out! We urge all our members to keep welcoming our new 
members.  Making new friends at our events is half the fun.
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Pug’s Boutique: Pug’s has grown from one table to three.  We now have to make sure that each venue has a large enough foyer 
to house our store.  Kerri Spennicchia, who is also currently the sole New Yorker serving on JASNA’s national Board of Directors, 
scours the internet for Jane Austen-related books and other items at bargain prices that she can pass along to members.  Then 
she and her helpers sell like crazy.  Pug’s went to the Vancouver AGM last fall.  We shipped some inventory and we (the two of 
us and Kerri) carried the rest in our bags.  Happily, our load was much lighter (and our region much richer) when we returned 
home.

Keeping in Touch: The region’s newsletter is a wonderful tool for keeping members apprised of upcoming events, as well as 
reporting on past programs and Jane Austen happenings outside our region.  Marilyn Goldfried, also a former RC, assigns 
stories to many wonderful volunteer reporters; then she and Elsa Solender work together to edit the newsletter to make it light 
and bright and appealing — and grammatically correct.  

In this era of the internet, most of our members now receive JASNA-NY information via email.  At the touch of our fingertips, we 
can reach 350 members at once.  And now we have a new tool: JASNA-NY has its own website, and was recently posted on 
Facebook. (See article on Facebook elsewhere in this newsletter.)  Potential members can find us more easily than ever.

This is only a snapshot of what goes on “behind the scenes” in JASNA-NY’s operations. We are fortunate to retain the loyalty 
and talents of many long-time members and past officers, something rare in organizations today. Those members, new and old, 
who would like to join the ranks of talented volunteers working on the nitty-gritty of making the region successful, are cordially 
invited to contact us: We welcome new ideas and all the helping hands we can get.  For a complete list of officers and 
committee chairs, please see below.

It’s a very exciting time to be your Regional Coordinators. 

Nili and Jerry

Officers 
Regional Coordinators: Nili Olay and Jerry Vetowich   Tel: 212-666-9170 Email: jasnaNY@yahoo.com
Asst RC: Kerri Spennicchia: Tel: 212-819-7569 Email: kspennicchia@ny.whitecase.com
Program Chair: Gene Gill: Tel: 212-876-4249 Email: Gcgill@aol.com
Treasurer: Diane Mangasarian: Tel: 212-579-3668  Email: mangasariandiane@aol.com
Secretary: Linda Dennery: Tel: 212-757-9032  Email: Linda_dennery@advancebenefits.com

Committee Chairs
Book Group Discussion Leader: Barbara Hellering Tel: 631-727-8666 Email:hellering@aol.com
Book Group Mailing: Mary Ann Linahan Tel: 718-896-2469 Email:mlinahan@aol.com
Facebook Coordinator: Cattleya Concepcion  Tel: 845-304-5637 Email: cattleyac@gmail.com
Food Coordinator: Shirley Safran Tel: 212-532-8043  Email:sds2ee@aol.com
Juvenilia Coordinator: Jennifer Keenan Tel: 646-229-4796  Email:wheresmytoast@yahoo.com
Membership: Joyce Melito Tel: 212-986-9438 Email: joycemelito@yahoo.com
Newsletter Managing Editor: Marilyn Goldfried Tel: 718-261-2098 Email: mgoldfried@peoplepc.com
Newsletter Copy Editor: Elsa Solender
Publicity: Irene Jankowski Tel: 914-472-7935 Email:ijankowski@wilkie.com
Pug Coordinator: Kerri Spennicchia
At Large: Elsa Solender Tel: 212-308-7137 Email: esolender@gmail.com

There are no dues to belong to Greater NY Region.
But you must be a member of the national organization (www.jasna.org) to belong to the local group.
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Celebrating Jane Austen’s Birthday

JASNA-NY’s annual celebration of Jane Austen’s birthday was held on the afternoon of Saturday, December 15, 2007, at The 
General Society Library in Midtown Manhattan.  The theme of the program was “Adapting Jane Austen for the Stage.”

Program Chair Gene Gill introduced our first speaker, award-winning  playwright Susan Charlotte, who is the founder of the 
theater series “Food for Thought” at the Players Club.  “Food for Thought” offers staged readings of one-act plays by famous 
playwrights and adaptations of short stories, the latter mostly by Charlotte, herself.  Among the works that Charlotte has 
adapted are:  Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery, Jean-Paul Sartre’s The Wall, and Guy de Maupassant’s The Necklace.

Ms. Charlotte emphasized repeatedly the importance of sustaining the 
voice of the original author.  “Authors have extraordinary language,” she 
said.  “You must make your adaptation theatrical, but keep the integrity 
of the writing.”

The next presenter was JASNA-NY member Lynn Marie Macy, who 
explained her process in adapting Northanger Abbey for the stage.  She 
was attracted to NA for two reasons: because it’s funny, and because it is 
one of Austen’s lesser-known works.  The main challenge she faced was 
that much of the exposition is in Catherine Morland’s mind, rather than in 
the dialogue.  Her solution was to have Catherine narrate her own story 
for the audience, a tactic which worked brilliantly, as those of us who 
have seen this wonderful adaptation can attest.  After the discussion we 
were treated to a reading of excerpts from Macy’s “Northanger Abbey: A 
Romantic Gothic Comedy” by a full cast, including some of the original 
cast members from the Theater Ten Ten production of autumn 2006.

Our final speakers, Lindsay Warren Baker and Amanda Jacobs, talked 
about their musical version of Pride and Prejudice, and performed songs 
from it.  After seven years working on it, they are currently seeking 
investors and hope to bring it to Broadway.  It features Jane Austen at 
Chawton writing Pride and Prejudice.  Approximately 98% of the script 
comes from the book, as the writers wanted to use as much of it as 
possible.  

Each character has his or her own musical theme.  Elizabeth Bennet’s original theme, “The Wind and the Willow,” conceived as 
a pastoral walk, was the first song performed.  It is an art song that uses Wickham, Darcy, and Elizabeth as metaphors.
At the director’s request this song was replaced with a power ballad, “Had I Been in Love,” which was the second selection 
performed.  This duet sung by Jane Austen and Elizabeth Bennet retains some of the music from “The Wind and the Willow.”

The third selection was “The Portrait Song,” which Elizabeth Bennet sings to Darcy’s portrait.  The adapters had just completed 
it that week as a replacement for an earlier version they decided was too dark and wistful.  Since Elizabeth Bennet is on 
vacation at this point in the novel, they wanted a lighter, more “summertime” song.

The festivities wound up with our own Zoё Kaplan delivering one of her famous rhyming birthday toasts to Jane, and delicious 
refreshments.

Joyce Melito and Karen Crane
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Finding Janeites through Facebook

JASNA-NY is talking to today’s tech-savvy youngsters in their own language: Facebook. Facebook is a popular social networking 
website that allows people to connect online over common interests, such as a favorite author. Among the millions of people 
across the globe who are registered on Facebook, there are countless young adults (high school, college, graduate students, 
and beyond) who name Jane Austen’s novels among their favorites. By joining the Facebook community, we can easily find (and 
be found by) these young Janeites and introduce them to JASNA. 

JASNA-NY’s site on Facebook is an interactive space where Austen enthusiasts can talk about “all things Jane “and get involved 
in our region.  Features include a discussion board for the novels and film adaptations, photos from past events, a listing of 
upcoming meetings, and more. The site is already showing early signs of success: our advertising on Facebook contributed to 
the full registration of over 100 people at our regional meeting in March. It is our hope that we will continue to reach avid 
Austen readers through Facebook and welcome them into JASNA-NY.

Our site can be accessed by searching for “Jane Austen Society of North America – Greater New York Region” on the Facebook 
network at www.facebook.com. You must be registered on Facebook; sign-up requires an email address, and is easy and free. If 
you have any questions on how to use Facebook, please contact Cattleya Concepcion at cattleyac@gmail.com.

Cattleya Concepcion

The Magic Number Is…
New Member Brunches

The recent parade of Jane Austen-related movies, and the PBS screenings of both old and new adaptations of Austen’s novels, 
stimulated a happy increase in JASNA-NY’s membership.  Seventy-four new Austen enthusiasts joined our ranks in the period 
from March 2007 through February 2008. Thanks to the efforts of the Membership Committee, all new members are now 
personally welcomed with a phone call or email.  

At Committee member June Shapiro’s urging, a new member dinner was arranged for the first evening of our May in Cape May 
weekend (May 2007).  It was so successful that we decided to follow up with a new member brunch before each regional 
meeting.  

In December, before our birthday bash, Greek cuisine at Kellari Taverna was enjoyed by new members, and before our March 
meeting, we “ate Italian “at Centolire Restaurant.  

These brunches enable new members to meet other new members, as well as the members of the Membership Committee.  
We chat, and not just about Austen, although our common enthusiasm for Jane always helps to break the ice.  We learn about 
each other, and often find that we have much in common besides our love of Jane Austen.  

The goal of these brunches is to make our new members feel comfortable and welcome, and everyone can help us achieve this 
goal.  At meetings, new members will have identifying stickers on their name badges.  Please go up and introduce yourself, and 
welcome them to JASNA-NY.  If you see someone sitting alone, please ask him or her to join you.  Our objective is a warm, 
inviting atmosphere that makes our gatherings pleasant for all of us – both old and new members.  

I want to extend my thanks to my committee members, Doris Master and June Shapiro.  Their hard work has enabled us to 
arrange our much-praised new member brunches.  If you would like to join the Membership Committee, please contact me 
at 212-986-9438 or via email at joycemelito@yahoo.com.

Joyce Melito
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Young Janeites Seek Other Young Janeites

JASNA’s Juvenilia

Anyone who’s ever groaned silently when a well-meaning friend or relative has asked, “Is New York just like Sex and The City?” 
or “What’s your favorite nightclub?” knows it’s not easy to be young and an admirer of Jane Austen.  While some of us do also 
enjoy an occasional high-heeled night out and talking about it the next day over brunch, what’s not so easy to bring up over a 
cosmo is...shhh...literature.  How do you feel about Fanny Price?  Did anyone think the latest film adaptations did the books any 
justice?  Hmm.  Anyone up for an historic house visit?  There are so many interesting places to go right here in New York.  No?  
That’s what I thought. Yes, you’re right, that episode of Lost needs lots more discussion.

Most Austen enthusiasts know what it’s like to be ‘the only one’ or, at least, one of the very few people they know who 
appreciate Jane’s genius.  This is why we join JASNA.  Not only do we get to socialize with like-minded people, we also get to 
continue learning and having the kind of conversations so rarely held once the degree is completed. To encourage the students 
of today to become the lifelong learners we would like to meet more of, JASNA-NY decided to form a group for members 45 
and under, called JASNA’s Juvenilia.

The inaugural Juvenilia meeting, spearheaded by Kerri Spennicchia, was a dinner last autumn at Trattoria Dopo Teatro.  We had 
a nice meal and a lovely chat about Jane Austen, and got to know each other.  After bandying ideas about for a while, we 
decided that the main function of the group would be to socialize and take advantage of all the Austen-era cultural activities 
available to us in New York.

On our first outing we enjoyed Peking duck and some delightful holiday entertainment: Juvenilia member Lynn Marie Macy’s 
play, Innocent Diversions, based on Jane Austen’s early writings.  We appreciated this rare opportunity to see Jane Austen’s 
youthful works presented on the stage as performed by her family, who played double roles as both actors and fans of her 
lighter, more irreverent pieces.  And you guessed it – the idea to name our own youth group after Jane Austen’s Juvenilia came 
from Lynn Marie!

In January, in anticipation of Marsha Huff’s talk on Austen and Vermeer at the March Regional Meeting, we saw the special 
exhibition, The Age of Rembrandt: Dutch Paintings in The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  We viewed all five of the Met’s 
Vermeers, as well as Rembrandts and some remarkably fascinating little landscapes, including postcards from seventeenth-
century Holland.  After the visit, we ate an appropriately European brunch at Café Sabarsky in the nearby Neue Galerie.

By the time you read this article, we will have paid a visit to the Tredwell Mansion, also known as the Merchant’s House 
Museum.  Built in 1831-1832, this beautiful house in the East Village is considered New York City’s prime example of a Greek 
Revival home, while its façade recalls earlier Federal-style homes.  We are excited about our outing there, despite (or perhaps 
because of) the fact that the house is reputed to be haunted.  If we are not frightened away by the ghosts, we might return 
there another time. Many fascinating programs are held at the museum, and perhaps one balmy day later in the year we will 
arrange a special tour and tea themed just for us.

Juvenilia is a brand-new part of JASNA-NY, and a work in progress.  The possibilities for what we might do and become are 
thrilling to contemplate.  If you are 45 or younger and would like to learn more about, or join, JASNA’s Juvenilia, please contact 
me at wheresmytoast@yahoo.com or 646-229-4796.

We all look forward to exploring with you.
Jennifer Keenan
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Jane Austen and Jan Vermeer — March Regional Meeting

A cornucopia of delights awaited JASNA-NYers and their guests on Saturday, March 15th.  We gathered in a new venue, the 
Liederkranz Society’s beautiful Georgian building on East 87th Street, off Central Park, to hear JASNA President Marsha Huff 
speak on “Viewing Austen through Vermeer’s Camera Obscura.” 

Ms. Huff was introduced by JASNA National Board Member and Pug’s Boutique Director Kerri Spennicchia, in some very 
touching remarks filled with admiration and respect for our President — remarks that resonated with those who are acquainted 
with Marsha’s friendliness, warmth, and devoted service to JASNA, including her coordination of the wonderful 2005 AGM in 
Milwaukee. Our speaker then presented a fascinating talk comparing Austen’s and Vermeer’s works.  She pointed out that 
although Vermeer was a product of the 17th century, and Austen of the 18th, their similarities of expression were uncanny.  
Neither chose to deal with grandiose events or classical history, but rather to concentrate on ordinary happenings, tasteful 
gentry life, domestic scenes, and hints of romance; in other words, not the “Big Bow-wow strain” of Sir Walter Scott.

Only 35 authenticated Vermeers are known to exist — not a large output for a 
painter.  Similarly, there is a paucity of Austen works — only six major novels.  
Ms. Huff noted that both artists died in their early forties.  Another essential 
likeness is that Vermeer’s work concentrated, for the most part, on women; 
this is, of course, also true of Jane Austen’s books. Ms. Huff used slides of 
Vermeer’s paintings to demonstrate the similarities in the artists’ work.  For 
example, very few details surround Vermeer’s sitters: perhaps a letter, a 
musical instrument (think of Jane Fairfax’s pianoforte), or a small water jug; 
just enough to promise a compelling story.  In this, particularly, the artists 
resemble each other. A final, rather sad comparison was that Austen and 
Vermeer garnered relatively modest fame and fortune during their lifetimes.
     To complement the artistic analogies, JASNA-NY’s own Marianna 
Loosemore, actress, director, and professor of theater (emerita), selected and 
directed four excellent actors  (Mark Armstrong, Hella Bel, Devin Deliquanti, 
and Tatiana Gomberg), who read passages from Jane Austen’s novels that 
reinforced the speaker’s observations. Judging by the extended and clamorous 
applause which followed the presentation, the audience truly appreciated Ms. 
Huff’s unique research, exploration, and analysis.

Before adjourning to enjoy the hearty and delectable collation of sandwiches, cakes, coffee, and tea served by the Liederkranz 
Club’s caterer, we were amused by anecdotes of interesting or comical comments or incidents from several of the “Monday 
After” discussions at various Borders Bookstores of the film adaptations of Jane’s six novels aired this winter and spring on 
“Masterpiece Classic.”

The day ended with a very lively social hour.  Old and new members gathered in large and small groups to chat.  There was a 
spirit of animation throughout.  Attendees — 110 in all — seemed reluctant to disband, and everyone wanted to greet and thank 
Marsha Huff for her thought-provoking presentation.

To paraphrase The Beautifull Cassandra, this was a day well spent.
Mariam Attarian Bryer

Camera Obscura: A camera consisting of a dark chamber with a lens or opening through which an image is projected in natural 
colors onto an opposite surface; used in drawings, exhibits, etc.
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What to read when you are not reading Jane Austen

At the February meeting of the JASNA-NY Book Discussion Group, a very lively discussion of Elizabeth Gaskell’s novel Cranford
was followed by an even more animated session of sharing book recommendations.  Here is the excellent list of reading 
suggestions that was generated:

Albright, Madeleine. Memo to the President Elect
Colegate, Elizabeth. The Shooting Party
Dawkins, Richard. The God Delusion
Forster, E.M. A Room with a View
Freeman, Mary Wilkins. Short Stories
Gaskell, Elizabeth. North and South; Wives and Daughters
Gissing, George. The Odd Women; New Grub Street
Heyer, Georgette. The Grand Sophy
Jance, J.A. J.P. Beaumont Mysteries; Joanna Brady Mysteries
Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies
Russo, Richard. Bridge of Sighs
Rylands, George. The Ages of Man: Shakespeare’s Image of Man and Nature
Sayers, Dorothy L. Mysteries (Lord Peter Wimsey)
Shaw, George Bernard. Man and Superman
Shields, Carol. The Stone Diaries
Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle
Stevenson, D.E. Celia’s House (A retelling of Mansfield Park)
Tolstoy, Leo. Anna Karenina
Wharton, Edith. The Buccaneers

AND DON’T MISS:
The Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett

A CHARMER: The title can be taken many ways.  Queen Elizabeth II is introduced to reading books through a chance visit to a 
mobile library.  She discovers various authors — including Jane Austen — and things start to happen.  Witty, intelligent, and fun.

Barbara Hellering
Also by Alan Bennett:

Writing Home
The Complete Talking Heads
The Madness of King George
Untold Stories (Autobiography)
The History Boys
The Lady in the Van
Forty Years On

The J. David Grey Memorial Library
Barbara Hellering maintains and operates JASNA-NY’s J. David Grey Memorial Library, an extensive collection of Jane Austen-
related books, audiotapes, videotapes, monographs…and more.  The library also contains books by, and about, authors
contemporary with Jane Austen. Barbara has most recently acquired the following books for the library:

Gill, Gene. Jest for Janeites (Jane Austen Cartoons)
Hannon, Patrice. 101 Things You Didn’t Know About Jane Austen
Rigler, Laurie Viera. Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict
Shapard, David M. The Annotated Pride and Prejudice

For a complete list of the library’s holdings, or to borrow items, contact Barbara at 631-727-8666 or hellering@aol.com.
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Monday Morning Quarterbacking — JASNA Style

Eager Janeites indulged in the popular pastime of second guessing Sunday sports matches on six Mondays after PBS broadcast 
filmed versions of all Jane Austen’s novels and a new biopic. They gathered at six different area Borders Bookstores for 
“Monday After” discussions following the completion of each adaptation.  A JASNA member moderated each session, but could 
then sit back and enjoy group members dissing or praising the programs.  Poor Anne Elliot came in for a great deal of sympathy 
for her marathon race through the streets of Bath — a TV innovation that pleased few.  The casting director for Mansfield Park
was obviously thinking of Moll Flanders, not Fanny Price.
                                                                        

The PBS Northanger Abbey pleased many, as did repeats of the beloved 1995 Pride & Prejudice, and the much-admired 1996 
Emma.  A pleasant new three-hour production of Sense & Sensibility was a nice surprise, and many viewers also enjoyed the 
biopic, Miss Austen Regrets.  Among “Monday After” groups composed of JASNA members, readers of Austen, and television 
viewers unfamiliar with the novels, many shades of opinion were expressed, but civility ruled and groups always seemed to find 
areas of agreement.  Ultimately, everyone appreciated having Austen’s works on the radar screen of public attention for four 
months. JASNA-NY gained both visibility and new members.
The success of these “Monday After” sessions has encouraged JASNA-NY to sponsor a discussion of Cranford when it is 
broadcast on PBS in May — see www.jasnaNY.org for details. 

Gene Gill

           Our thanks to                          
           

Borders Bookstores
    for providing meeting space in their stores
    for our "Monday After" discussion groups.
    Borders staff have been welcoming and
    helpful to JASNA-NY.

    When you purchase books, we hope that
    you will think first of Borders.
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NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE APPEAL OF BEING FIRST

That was clearly the lesson to be learned from the enormous turnout on January 8th for a preview of the new “Masterpiece 
Classic” TV presentation of Jane Austen’s Persuasion at the Cooper Union.  Folks could have waited a mere five days to see this 
production on their home television sets, but the idea of seeing it first and sharing reactions with other Austen admirers was 
irresistible for a crowd of several hundred. 

Then too, there was the historic setting — speakers stood at the same wooden podium where Abraham Lincoln stood to deliver 
a major anti-slavery address at Cooper Union in 1860.  Another draw was the opportunity to hear Rebecca Eaton, Executive 
Producer of “Masterpiece,” discuss the “Season of Austen.” JASNA-NY co-sponsored this event with Penguin Books. Pre-showing 
snacks and wine were enjoyed by all and quickly disappeared.

Upon arrival, guests were greeted by huge, four-foot cutouts of Jane Austen with comic book speech balloons offering such 
gems of wisdom as “When in doubt wear a white gown” and “Refuse a proposal of marriage courteously.” (The cutouts were 
subsequently donated to JASNA-NY by PBS. Watch for them at future regional meetings.) After a brief introduction by a Cooper 
Union official, everyone settled in for the 87- minute production, which was projected onto three large movie screens.  While the 
large screen image was terrific, the sound proved poor in parts of the vast auditorium, a nuisance. Nonetheless, the audience 
was attentive and most seemed to enjoy the film. Following the screening, Nili Olay (at that historic podium) introduced a panel 
consisting of Elsa Solender of JASNA,  Elda  Rotor of Penguin Classics, and Rebecca Eaton of “Masterpiece,” who discussed the 
production and answered questions from the audience.  Clearly, Ms. Eaton expected the “Jane Police” to attack the strange 
changes the adaptor had made to the novel (e.g., using the cancelled chapter that Austen had rejected).  She opened with 
defenses of the s-l-o-w motion kiss between Anne and Captain Wentworth and Anne’s breathless marathon run through the 
streets of Bath, accompanied in part by poor, ailing Mrs. Smith.  She also defended her program by explaining that it was not a 
BBC production, but one produced for the British commercial channel ITV. 

Well-mannered as always, Janeites stayed civil, with many using the “Monday After” session at various Borders Stores (see 
page  8) to vent their disappointment at this inadequate adaptation. It must be noted, however, that some audience members 
at Cooper Union who were unfamiliar with the novel really enjoyed the film, unburdened by fidelity concerns. In addition to 
JASNA-NY members, the audience of over 400 was composed of Cooper Union students and people from the Channel 13 and 
Penguin Books mailing lists, as well as the general public.  Seeing so many people turn out for an event built around Jane 
Austen’s work was a pleasure. The evening also provided a very positive opportunity for JASNA-NY to promote our Society and 
Austen’s work.  Surely, many were “persuaded” to read or reread the novel, clearly a positive result of the event.

Gene Gill

Moderator Nili Olay Panel:  Elsa Solender, Elda Rotor, Rebecca Eaton
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Persuasion – and Ciaran Hinds – at Brooklyn College

Ciaran Hinds, who starred as Captain Wentworth in the 1995 film adaptation of Persuasion, conducted a behind-the-scenes 
“tour” of the filming of that JASNA favorite when he appeared after a screening co-sponsored by JASNA and the Brooklyn 
College Film Department in February.

Hinds revealed that almost all the actors in the film came from a theatrical background; that director Roger Michell wanted to 
“trash the hotel bedroom of costume dramas;” that only the men, and Susan Fleetwood, who played Lady Russell, wore 
makeup; that the film was shot in six or seven weeks, and that the location filming involved a lot of  “tramping in the mud.” 
Hinds lauded co-star Amanda Root’s work as Anne Elliot as so delicate that it takes one’s breath away.

Other panelists at this JASNA-NY “outreach” program at Brooklyn College’s film auditorium were Prof. Rachel Brownstein of the 
BC and CUNY Graduate Center English Departments, and Prof. Foster Hirsch, a film historian and professor in the BC Film 
Department.  Calling the 1995 Persuasion “an excellent example of British ensemble acting, and true to the spirit of Jane 
Austen’s novel,” Prof. Hirsch praised Hinds’s work as fully equal to that of Ms. Root.

The audience of some 500 students, teachers, and JASNA members seemed to find Mr. Hinds’s gracious personality as 
breathtaking as his work, as the articles that follow will demonstrate.

Hazards of Wearing a Royal Navy Bicorn

The dramatic emblem of a Royal Navy Officer — his distinctive bicorn headgear — is a 
sartorial challenge, according to Ciaran Hinds, who spoke  after JASNA-NY’s screening 
of the 1995 film of “ Persuasion” at Brooklyn College. As the wearer approaches a 
narrow Regency doorway, he must face straight ahead, or his hat will bump the sides of 
the door and fall off. No turning one’s head to speak with Amanda Root or anyone else 
while entering or leaving a room. 

Gene Gill

Captain Wentworth Sails Through the Subway

For our February 4th event, JASNA-NY offered Persuasion star Ciaran 
Hinds commercial car service for the trips to and from the distant 
Brooklyn College campus.  Mr. Hinds declined, saying he would come by 
subway.  I suggested he follow the Brooklyn College website directions 
and take the #5, the most direct express train.  Alas, the #5 goes to the 
Brooklyn College stop only during rush hours.

Happily, Mr. Hinds employed his Captain Wentworth resourcefulness 
and navigational skills, changed trains twice, and arrived safely and on 
time.  Imagine my relief when I learned he was a buff who had taken 
the subway to Coney Island on his day off — whew! Five or six Janeites 
were delighted to chat with him on the train back to Manhattan.

Gene Gill
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The Amiable Capt. Wentworth – Ready for His Close-up

As the assistant principal of English at the High School for Enterprise, Business and Technology, I encourage all teachers to 
take their students on class trips.  I must confess, however, that chaperoning large groups of students can be stressful.  Class 
trips entail (no, not that kind of entail) equal parts worry and counting.   Fortunately, my AP English class has only 17 students, 
so when I heard that JASNA and Brooklyn College were hosting a screening of the 1995 film of Persuasion, I felt certain I could 
count,  repeatedly, seventeen heads on the journey to and from Brooklyn College.  And when I heard that Ciaran Hinds himself 
was going to be there, I knew that I would bring all 850 students from my school, if necessary, just to get a glimpse of Captain 
Wentworth in the flesh.

My students and I had just finished reading Pride and Prejudice and did not have the time to read Persuasion.  Come to think of 
it, we didn’t have any copies of Persuasion in the bookroom, either.  However, a DVD player and a Xerox machine were at hand 
(those of you who know anything about public schools will appreciate our gratitude for these technological wonders), so I 
improvised.  

The students’ enthusiastic response to an after-school small-screen showing of the film, and their lively discussion of key 
passages, xeroxed from the text, convinced me they were both eager and prepared to see Persuasion on the big screen.  They 
had already made insightful observations about the characters and the plot, comparing, for example, Anne Elliot’s situation 
with Cinderella’s.

We were all very excited when the big day arrived.  I enlisted another teacher, Sara Short-Reyes, to help chaperone, and we all 
arrived safely at Brooklyn College. Perhaps I was imagining it, but I felt quite sure that every head turned when I marched in 
with my 17 teenagers.  Inner-city teenagers are not often participants at JASNA affairs, but I was aiming to change that.  Why 
shouldn’t they know the joys of Jane?  As I was anticipating my teenagers’ appreciation of those joys, my own head was turned 
by the arrival of Ciaran Hinds.

It occurred to me that I should have arranged in advance for my students to speak with him, or at least get a picture.  But all 
was not lost.  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.  Heart pounding, I asked Ciaran Hinds if he would pose for a photo with my 
students and he graciously, generously, gorgeously agreed.  As I stilled my heart, we all settled in to watch Persuasion.

The post-film discussion by Mr. Hinds and Professors Rachel Brownstein and Foster Hirsch added another thought-provoking 
dimension to the experience.  And then it was time for the photo-op!  Mr. Hinds posed for several pictures with my students, 
answered their questions, and signed autographs.  We all were astonished and thrilled at how down-to-earth and considerate 
he was.

“Miss, I had no idea movie stars could be so nice,” one of my kids said as we rode the subway home.

Ciaran Hinds was more than nice; he was, to borrow from another book by Jane Austen, amiable, in the truest, English sense of 
the word.  How can we ever sufficiently thank him and JASNA and Brooklyn College?  The entire afternoon was absolutely 
delightful, and was, we hope, the first of many JASNA events that my students will attend.

Perhaps the success and power of the outing were illustrated most clearly in a small but significant moment some weeks later. 
Word of the Persuasion event had apparently spread through the school.  One morning, a student — not in the AP class —
knocked on my office door, peeked in, and said, “Miss!  I want to read this Persuasion book my friends are telling me about.  Do 
you have a copy?”  

Though we had no copies at school, I gladly bought her one and gave it to her the next day. It’s thrilling to know that not only 
those students who attended the Persuasion screening, but also those who merely heard about it, have been inspired to read 
the book.  And guess what! After some digging, it now seems we can buy all 17 of my students their own copies of Persuasion, 
without having to retrench.  

Stephanie Reisin
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JASNA-NY Monthly Book Group
Did you know that the New York region has an active book group that meets on the third Thursday of each month, in members’ 
homes? We have been meeting for 20 plus years but have not yet run out of things to talk about.  People have asked us, “there 
are only six books, what do you talk about?”  We discuss the characters, the biographies, unfinished books, the juvenilia, and 
other contemporary authors. The participants suggest topics.  Come join us – send Mary Ann Linahan your email address at 
mlinahan@aol.com, or call her at 718-896-2469, so that she can notify you about future meetings.
Exciting Book Group discussions are planned for summer 2008:

Sunday June 15th Garden Gala (aka Box Hill Picnic)  (rain date June 22nd)
Thursday July 17th “In Defence of Fanny Price” – Essay by Elaine Bander

Please note that the Book Group does not meet in months when regional meetings are scheduled.  For further information, 
please contact Book Group Discussion Leader Barbara Hellering at 631-727-8666 or hellering@aol.com.

Sunday June 15th Garden Party

 Mt. Vernon Hotel, Museum and Garden

Watch the PBS broadcasts of Elizabeth Gaskell’s Cranford on three consecutive Sunday evenings: May 4, 11, and 18.  Then 
come to Borders Bookstore on Park Avenue at 57th Street on Monday, May 19 at 6:00 PM to discuss the book and the 
broadcast version.  JASNA-NY will host this discussion, where all are welcome. There is no admission charge.

Watch Cranford broadcast on three consecutive 
Sundays, 

then discuss it on 
Monday, May 19

at 6:00 PM
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Our Budget is a Balancing Act
What does it cost to run a Regional Meeting?  You might be surprised to learn that we pay dearly for space in which to hold our 
meetings.  Although we make every effort to rent space that offers us a member or nonprofit discount, we nevertheless pay 
$1,200 to $1,500 in rent for an afternoon event.  To keep prices down, we limit the outlay for refreshments to $15 per person.  
Below is a typical accounting for a meeting.  The difference between the meeting fee, and the actual cost per person, is made 
up by your donations, raffle ticket sales, and Pug’s Boutique sales. 

Number of Attendees 50 100
Space Rental $1,200 $1,200
Speaker/performer fees $   400 $   400
Mailing costs (for people not on email) $   100 $   100
Refreshments $   750 $1,500
Total $2,450 $3,200
Actual Cost Per Person $     49 $     32

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED

Many thanks to all those members who have so generously responded in the past to our request for contributions.  The Greater 
New York Region is one of the few JASNA regions that do not charge local dues.  JASNA-NY, therefore, depends on its members’ 
generosity in order to provide organizational and informational services such as the newsletter.  The donations also help to 
keep our many exciting programs inexpensive or free.  

Many corporations have matching grant programs – perhaps you work for one that does!  Please consider making a tax-
deductible donation to our region. Checks should be made payable to JASNA-NY and mailed to: 
Diane Mangasarian, Treasurer
170 West End Ave   Apt 21E
New York, NY 10023  

Sincerely, Your Co-Coordinators      Nili and Jerry
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A Fable
Willoughby dies.
He stands before St Peter, and gives his name.
St Peter pulls a lever, and straight down Willoughby goes.

The Devil says, “Ah Willoughby,” takes out a pair of handcuffs,
Puts one of them on Willoughby, and the other on Lady Catherine DeBourgh.
He announces, “Your are to spend eternity handcuffed to Lady Catherine.”

Willoughby, wandering despondently around Hell, sees the 
Reverend Mr. Collins handcuffed to Mary Crawford.
He runs back to the devil and asks, 
“How come Reverend Collins gets to spend eternity with Mary Crawford?”

The devil replies:
I do not wish to discuss Miss Crawford’s punishment at this time..”

Jerry Vetowich

          In Our Future

                  

The mist in our Waterford crystal ball has cleared sufficiently for us to see into the future:

Monday May 19 Cranford discussion at 57th street Borders
Sunday, June 15 Gala garden party at the Mount Vernon Hotel & Museum (rain date June 22nd)
Saturday, June 28 New York Book Festival (Central Park) JASNA-NY booth
September 12-14 Juliet McMaster stars in several Regional events
October 3-5 AGM in Chicago
Wednesday October 15 Joint program with the Royal Oak Society
Thursday, October 30 and Thursday November 7: Two evenings of Regency design and reading 

at the Bard Graduate Center
Sunday, December 14 Annual Birthday Meeting

Details follow as program outlines become clearer.
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     The Volunteers of       

      JASNA-NY
Many members have commented on how much they
have enjoyed the programs and communications 
from our region over the past year. Your RCs would
like to take full credit, but we really can’t.  The hard
work (and fun) have been shared by more than 50 
volunteers.         

Thank you all!
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Date Events
Saturday May 3rd  Full Day Seminar Austen & Byron: Together at Last
Sunday June 15th Gala garden party
Saturday June 28th New York Book Festival (Central Park) JASNA-NY booth
September 12th, 13th, 14th Juliet McMaster    
October 3-5 AGM in Chicago
Wednesday Oct 15th Joint program with the Royal Oak Society
Thur Oct 30th,  Thur Nov 7th Evenings of Regency design and reading
Sunday , Dec 14th Annual Birthday Meeting

Don’t forget to visit our region’s website www.jasnaNY.org –
and JASNA’s national website – www.jasna.org
and join Facebook www.facebook.com. 
to stay informed about local and national Jane Austen happenings and news.

The Regional Coordinators and the Editors sincerely thank all the people who contributed to the writing, production, and 
distribution of this newsletter.

JASNA - GREATER NEW YORK CHAPTER
Nili Olay & Jerry Vetowich
305 West 98th  Apt 7AN
NY NY  10025
jasnaNY@yahoo.com
www.jasnaNY.org


