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Fears thrills to the end 

BY MICHAEL JANUSONIS  
Journal Arts Writer  

Although Tom Clancy's The Sum of All Fears was published 10 years before Sept. 11, 2001, 
it sums up all our wildest fears that have sprung up since. 

In this tale, centered on CIA super-operative Jack Ryan, terrorists detonate a nuclear bomb on 
American soil in hopes of starting a war between the United States and Russia. 

Because of Sept. 11, The Sum of All Fears has gone from being a cautionary horror tale into a 
true terrifying journey. It's a future world you may not want to live in. 

The final third of The Sum of All Fears is a shuddery, jaw-dropping ride as the presidents of 
the United States (James Cromwell) and Russia (Ciaran Hinds) play War Games for real with 
hot-headed generals on both sides egging them on to a nuclear retaliatory strike. 

Meanwhile, Ryan feverishly works behind the scenes to provide them with some crucial 
information about that nuclear bomb's origins in hopes of staving off World War III. 

You may remember Ryan from the screen versions of Clancy's The Hunt for Red October, in 
which he was played by Alec Baldwin in what seemed at the time a sure-fire career-making 
movie, and from Patriot Games and Clear and Present Danger, in which Harrison Ford took 
over the role. 

This time Ford opted out, even though he'd seemed so commandingly perfect as Jack. He has 
been replaced by 30-years-younger Ben Affleck, who can't match the no-nonsense 
assuredness Ford gave to Jack. 

Affleck, though boyishly earnest, doesn't have the years of experience behind him to convince 
us that he could be thrust into the centers of power and suddenly get a shot at saving the 
world. 

Because The Sum of All Fears takes place in the present, chronologically it doesn't make a lot 
of sense when set beside the earlier films. Jack's wife from the earlier films is now a girlfriend 
(Bridget Moynahan). Paramount, however, was obviously trying to buoy up the future of the 
Ryan character because, at 59, Ford probably wouldn't have many more outings as Clancy's 
hero left in him. 

The producers made another crucial change in Clancy's book for the screen which, in 
hindsight, seems an unfortunate misstep. 

Clancy's terrorists were Arabs, which would have seemed very up-to-the-minute had they 
stayed. But, in the climate in which the script was written, Arab terrorists had become 
something of a cliche. 



So they were changed to a vague neo-Nazi group of middle-aged European men who still 
haven't gotten over Hitler losing World War II. In today's world, they don't seem half so 
frightening. 

Thanks to them, much of the first half of The Sum of All Fears, when the plot is being set up, 
seems slick but stodgy. It recalls some of those cool, European-based Cold War thrillers of a 
couple of decades ago. 

The fact that the subplot, about tensions between the United States and Russia, is fueled by 
Russian intervention in the breakaway region of Chechnya, makes it seem dated. 

Director Phil Alden Robinson, who got an Oscar nomination for Field of Dreams, sets the 
same deliberate pace he did with that film. 

Of course this time, rather than leading up to something mystical, The Sum of All Fears 
eventually rocks with fireworks. With World War III suddenly looming, it lurches alive with a 
nonstop mix of adventure and clammy dread that lasts right to the end. 

The first half of the film introduces Affleck as Ryan, a sharp young guy who looks like a high 
school student when placed next to Cromwell and Morgan Freeman as an old-hand CIA 
director who becomes Ryan's mentor. 

Freeman is a good counterweight for Affleck's Ryan. He's cool, reserved, very cautious, very 
by-the-book, while Ryan is eager to speak his opinion -- especially on the inner thoughts of 
the new and untested Russian president, whom he has thoroughly researched. 

Slowly, the young man's smarts win over Freeman's William Cabot. 

Ryan also gets to go out into the field, reluctantly, on a daring mission with a veteran spy, 
played by Liev Schreiber with quick-trigger thinking and action. Schreiber makes John Clark 
an important alternate player in the film's final third, as he works in remote places to shore up 
Ryan's theories on who set off that atomic bomb and why. 

Cromwell is a petulant, demanding president, who mispronounces the word "nuclear" just like 
George W. Bush. He's always testing both sides of an issue, though is more easily prodded by 
the hawks. 

Irish-born Ciaran Hinds, as smooth Russian President Nemerov, is still testing his powers and 
fearful that he will be a puppet to the military, which makes for touch-and-go moments when 
the world comes to the brink of war as both men play a game of one-upmanship. 

Both actors give their presidents a sense of the weight of history on their shoulders, which 
makes The Sum of All Fears so mesmerizingly powerful. 

The Sum of All Fears  
Starring: Ben Affleck, Morgan Freeman, James Cromwell, Liev Schreiber, Alan Bates, Philip 
Baker Hall, Ron Rifkin, Bruce McGill, Ciaran Hinds, Bridget Moynihan. 

Rated: PG-13, contains violence, profanity, adult themes. 
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